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WVHI’s 2018 convention   
June 11-13 Stonewall Resort;  

order your room today at 304 269-7400 

WVHI convention June 11-13, 2018 

Louisville 
Show Jan. 17-

19, 2018 

Clayton, 
 Stegmayer,  

Lawyers steal the 
show at WVHI 

convention 
   LOUISVILLE, Ky. The  Louis-

ville Manufactured Housing Show, 

the Midwest’s premier event for 

manufactured housing profession-

als, returns to Louisville, Ken-

tucky. 

   For more than 50 years, the show 

has brought together the latest 

manufactured home designs, tech 

and the best network of suppliers in 

the industry. In 2017, the Louis-

ville Show attracted record num-

bers of industry professionals, 

reaching 2,929 attendees from 962 

companies. 
   The show returns to the Kentucky 

Exposition Center in Louisville, 

where manufactured housing pro-

fessionals can tour 57 model homes 

from the top 20 manufacturers. 

Attendees also can talk with more 

than 100 service and supplier ex-

hibitors to show their latest indus-

try supplies, materials and services. 

   The Louisville Show allows ex-
hibitors to showcase products and 
services at the place where quali-
fied industry buyers come for ideas 
and inspiration. January is an opti-
mal time to understand customers’ 
wants and needs as they prepare for 
the region’s spring selling season.  
   As an industry trade event, the 

2018 Louisville Show is not open 

to the public. For more infor-

mation, visit The Louisville Show 

website at http://

www.thelouisvilleshow.com/ 

   ROANOKE, W.Va. -- Chief 
executive officers Kevin Clayton 
and Joe Stegmayer had near per-
fect scores and the legal panel 
fared just as well, in a polling of 
those attending the 2017 West 
Virginia Housing Institute Inc. 
convention June 12-14 at Stone-
wall Resort. 
   All 69 people who filled out the 
after-session performance reports 
said they would like to return to 
Stonewall for the next conven-
tion. More than 125 attended the 
event. 
   Extra comments were more 
extensive than in any other previ-
ous survey. 
   One a scale of 1-to-5 in which 5 
is a perfect A and 1 is a failing 
grade, the heads of Clayton 
Homes Inc. and Cavco Industries 
Inc. respectively scored 4.9 along 
with the legal panel composed of 
WVHI General Counsel John 
Teare; Associate General Counsel 
Johnnie E. Brown; attorney Bry-
an Price, all of Charleston; attor-
ney Jason Stemple of Huntington; 
and chief industry regulator 

Mitch Woodrum.   
   Clayton’s speech was about a 
futuristic view of the industry, 
while Stegmayer’s after-banquet 
talk was peppered with humor. 
One enthusiast liked Stegmayer’s 
talk so much he or she gave him a 
10 score. Another said Stegmay-
er’s talk was the best thing that 
happened during the convention.  
 

(Continued on p. 5) 

  ROANOKE, W.Va. — The 2018 West Virginia Housing 
Institute Inc. convention is scheduled already for June 11-
13 at the Stonewall Resort at Roanoke, W.Va. 
   The location was the overwhelming choice of those at-
tending the 2017 convention, which was one of the most 
successful enjoyed by WVHI. 
   “We wanted to schedule early so the members and sup-
ports would have ample time to plan their new year so they 
can attend,” said WVHI President George Gunnell. 
   “We are looking for an even better turn out in 2018 than 
we had this year,” Gunnell added. 

Carrie Fenwick of Goodwin and Goodwin ponders a point 

http://www.thelouisvilleshow.com/
http://www.thelouisvilleshow.com/


The Podium 

 

   Want to keep up on the latest with the 

factory-built housing industry in West 

Virginia? Want to be listed on our web-

site or linked to it? 

   The West Virginia Housing Institute 

Inc. is at www.wvhi.org. Take a look at 

what we have on the site. Tell us what 

you want added or improved. 

   The inside scoop is in the members-

only section. And you only have to call 

Andy Gallagher at (304) 346-8985 to join. 

www.wvhi.org 

      
By George Gunnell 

Co-President 
       

   It was only by the narrowest of margins this year that our industry avoided an increase 
in our sales tax of 167 percent, which would have taken our rate from 3 percent to 8 percent. 
   The state Senate passed the bill, a move supported by Gov. Jim Justice, and barely avoided by the stand of a 
handful of people, such as Delegate Steve Westfall, R-Jackson, in the House of Delegates.  
   As it was, our state regulatory agency, the state Division of Labor, and now must rely on federal aid, and 
money generated from fees and fines to operate. What this will do for our permits and potential lawsuits, since 
we are down to only one inspector for the manufactured housing industry, is anyone’s guess.  
   If the DOL won’t, or can’t. inspect and resolve consumer complaints, then lawyers will be able to bypass our 
own regulatory board and file lawsuits against us in circuit court. Currently, those legal actions must be taken 
to the West Virginia Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Board.  
   I do not see how we are going to avoid a tax increase next year. 
   Justice is saying there is insufficient money in the budget to pay for the current fiscal year that started July 1. 
   The following year’s budget, which the Legislature will work on in January 2018, is already short at least 
$300 million and likely the figure will be much more. Furthermore, state agencies have absorbed over the last 
four years cuts of 25 percent. If so-called “fat” continues to exist in government, I’m not sure I see it. 
   I wish to be clear that darker days, not lighter ones, are on the horizon as far as taxes are concerned for our 
industry.  
   The only possible savings I see in the future is the fact that Justice will try to sell to the state voters in a spe-
cial election in October $1.6 billion in bonds for highway construction and repair to stimulate the economy 
with thousands of construction jobs.  
    Nevertheless, this program, even if the bonds are approved. Means the money may only be available for 
work in the summer of 2018. The Legislature will meet in January to consider the budget for that year. And 
they are going to be looking at a huge hole in the budget then. 
   Incredibly, several of our retailers have been allowing the rest of us to carry them on our financial backs for 
the14 years this organization has been in existence. You all know them. There are at least a dozen companies 
that have been on the sidelines and have never offered one penny to help us in our struggle. 
   I would just like to know what side are you on? 

Wilfong 

Which side are  
you on? 

http://www.wvhi.org/


By McGlinchey Stafford 

ARBITRATION 2017 U.S. District 
Court in Charleston 
CASE LAW Arbitration 

CMH Homes, Inc. v. Bob’s Home Services, LLC 
DATE: 02/23/2017 

CITATION: United States District Court, S.D. West 
Virginia, Charleston Division. Slip Copy. 2017 WL 

722602 
   The defendants, Bob's Home Service LLC 
and Robert Southworth, entered into an inde-
pendent contractor agreement with the plaintiff, 
CMH Homes, Inc., where the defendants 
agreed to construct CMH's manufactured 
homes for purchasers.  
   According to the agreement, the parties were 
to submit all disputes to binding arbitration, 
and the defendants were to defend and indem-
nify CMH should CMH be sued for the defend-
ants' actions or negligence.  
   Two purchasers sued CMH for improper set-
up of their manufactured home and were 
awarded a judgment. CMH filed an arbitration 
claim against the defendants seeking recovery 
of that judgment and attorney's fees associated 
with its litigation of the claim, in accordance 
with the defense and indemnity provision of the 
agreement.  
   CMH also sought recovery of attorney's fees 
in bringing the arbitration. The arbitrator 
awarded CMH $1.16 million, and another 
$412,088.36 for attorney's fees and expenses.  
   CMH filed for entry of judgment. The de-
fendants failed to file any response or challenge 
to CMH's claim. A default award was filed 
against the defendants.  
   The federal court found that CMH established 
that there was a valid contract between the par-
ties requiring arbitration of “any conflicts aris-
ing under this agreement” and that its demand 
for arbitration arose from the defendants' 
breach of the indemnity and defense provision 
of the agreement.  
   The court was satisfied that the claims re-
solved at arbitration were within the scope of 
the parties' agreement. Furthermore, although 
the defendants were served in the case, they 
failed to answer CMH's petition or otherwise 
make a showing of any grounds for vacating 
the arbitration award.  

CMH wins arbitration, 
awarded attorneys' fees 

Night golf at WVHI convention 

Judy chillin’ 

Allison O’Brien, Clayton –Elkins, stole 
the golf show; first woman to enter golf 



Home on the Road is a publica-

tion of the West Virginia Housing In-

stitute Inc., published four times a 

year (March, June, September and 

December).  

Free subscription with paid member-

ship dues. All advertising must be 

paid in advance. Home on the Road 

reserves the right to reject any adver-

tising. Make checks payable to 

WVHI. Send ads with payment and 

news to Andy Gallagher. 
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Full page: $200 

Half page: $100 
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Coach Huggins-signed b’ball 
Winning golfers (from left): West, Grumbine, 

Cameon, Shoenleber 



Tifanee McCall and Yana Billet hand out mulligan tickets at 
the WVHI convention golf match 

   Phil Fogleman’s always-popular spirits tasting and a new art program pre-
sent by Thomas Clevenger each scored 4.5. Fogleman is assisted by Jeannie 
Johnson and Kari Preslar. “Wine tasting, great,” reported one. “Loved the 
painting with Tom,” wrote another. Eight singled-out the wine tasting and the 
arts program as the best events of the convention. 
   Stonewall earned a 4.7 for accommodations; 4.5 each for location and 
food; and 4.1 for meeting space. One participant gave all four resort catego-
ries a “5-plus” score. 
   Who liked the political action funding auction? “Fantastic,” wrote one 
participant. “Great, expensive items,” said another. 
   Everyone liked the new format of the auction, which was designed and run 
by Judy Ritchie. The auction was overflowing with an extraordinary number 
of expensive and interesting gifts that were donated by companies and pri-
vate individuals, many of whom had already made a financial sponsorship 
for the convention. “I like it better than before,” said one. Ritchie dramatical-
ly cut the live-auction time and expanded the silent auction options. “Loved 
the auction,” wrote two. “Good,” wrote another of the auction. “Fun.” “Good 
time,” wrote another. “Great.” 
  One person wrote that “Judy,” was the best thing about the auction, “don’t 
let her go. She is the best.” The best was underlined. “I didn’t win,” com-
plained two about the auction items.  
   The WVHI staff received perfect ratings, but any ego-boosting was soon 
deflated: One person said he or she did not know who executive director 
Andy Gallagher was. Another, however, said, “Anything for Andy.” “Andy 
is a cornerstone not only for WVA, but for our entire industry,” wrote one. 

Everyone agreed the session lengths were right, and that they had enough free and 
networking times.  
   The 19 of 30 golfers responding said they loved the course. One golfer suggested 
not only a beer cart in the future, but also a wine cart. “(I) should have gotten a 2-
stroke advantage for playing with Kevin (Wilfong),” wrote one golfer. Another said 
the golf tournament was squeezed in too tightly between the meeting and reception 
times. “Slow play by some groups,” griped a good golfer. 
   WVHI for a variety of reasons has moved from the first-night trip around the lake 
on a boat to Lightburn’s golf club. Forty-three like the change, but a surprisingly high 
number, 14, said they preferred a return to the boat. 
   “Very clean and helpful people and servers,” wrote one. “It was great; I enjoyed 
everything.” 
   “The servers are very nice and helpful,” wrote another. “The hotel is clean and there 
are many activities to do here.” 
   “I enjoyed everything, and I feel as if you do an amazing job,” said one person. 
   “Great convention,” said one. “Great job,” wrote two. “Always and awesome 
event,” wrote a golfer. “Great. Thanks.” 
   “Love your beautiful resort,” said one. “Joe C. did a great job on the food.” Joe C. is 
Joe Corcogliniti, assistant food and beverage director at Stonewall. 
   “Thank you for the warm welcome,” was one note. 
   “I enjoyed it very much,” one response said. “Will be back again.” 
   A male nongolfer suggested WVHI find something else for men to do other than the 
wine tasting and art alternative to golf. He also suggested “bathroom breaks between 
sessions.” Another agreed. “Good program, but no breaks in between,” he or she 
wrote. 
   One grumbled about the repeat technical problems involving each of the presenter’s 
program, which delayed each showing. 

 (Convention from p. 1) 
  Clayton got one 6 score, while an ex-
traordinary eight persons wrote that his 
talk with the best thing at the convention. 
The superfluous numbers were not tabu-
lated. The lawyers provided extensive 
legal counseling. 
   Newcomer Walter Comer, chief execu-
tive officer with Adventure Homes, 
scored 4.5, along with West Virginia Uni-
versity economist John Deskins. Rick 
Robinson, chief counsel for MHI in Ar-
lington, Va., scored 4.7 percent. 
   Six people singled-out the lawyers’ 
panel as the best thing about the conven-
tion; three liked Deskins best and three 
favored their dinner; two said the best 
thing overall was the speakers; one each 
mentioned Robinson and Comer as their 
favorites. 

The Howells 



John Teare  

Preserving MH intro-
duced into Congress 

  WASHINGTON — A bipartisan group of Congress members has 
introduced into the U.S. House of Representatives H.R. 1699, the 
Preserving Access to Manufactured Housing Act. 
  This bill is aimed at reforming regulatory burdens imposed by the 
2010 federal Dodd-Frank Act that have impeded consumers' abil-
ity to finance manufactured housing, which is a critical resource 
for low and moderate income families across the country.  
 This legislation ensures manufactured housing remains available 
and affordable, without eroding important federal consumer pro-
tections established by the Dodd-Frank Act, the central part of 
which is creation of the Consumer Finance Protection Bureau.  
   Lead sponsor Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., said: "The CFPB is 
‘protecting’ people right out of affordable manufactured home-
ownership. Congress should fight to give families opportunities - 
not take them away.  This bill is for the millions who rely on man-
ufactured housing but have been seriously harmed by crushing 
federal regulations.  I am proud to have introduced legislation with 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to stop the government 
from taking the American dream of homeownership away. I look 
forward to Congress passing this important bill as soon as possi-
ble." 
  H.R. 1699 modifies the definition of "high-cost" loans so that 
manufactured home loans are not unfairly swept under this desig-
nation simply due to their small size.   
The legislation also clarifies that manufactured home retailers and 
salespersons are not loan originators.   
  Co-sponsors are Reps. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz.; Bruce Poliquin, 
R-Maine; Terri Sewell, D-Ala.; David Kustoff, R-Tenn.; and 
Kathleen Rice D-N.Y. 
  If you have any questions, please contact MHI's Senior Vice 
President of Government Affairs and Chief Lobbyist, Dr. Lesli 
Gooch, at (703) 229-6208 or lgooch@mfghome.org. 

Mark Stover 

Kevin and Kris 

Where IS Zach Huneycutt? 

George Gunnell 

 

mailto:Lgooch@mfghome.org


    WASHINGTON -- Manufactured 
housing’s national arm has sent the 
U.S. Senate Banking Committee’s 
information on how factory-built 
housing can help economic growth 
in the United States. 
   Suggestions by MHI, based in Ar-
lington, Va., to Chairman Mike 
Crapo, Idaho, and Democratic leader 
Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio, fo-
cused on financial regulations that 
impede the availability of financing 
for buyers to purchase manufactured 
homes; and federal regulatory over-
reach in manufactured housing con-
struction, which affects affordability 
and buyer choices.  
   In its letter, MHI argued that the 
industry faces three issues that keeps 
it from achieving its full potential in 
addressing affordable housing 
needs. The first is a housing finance 
regulatory system that does not ade-
quately account for the unique way 
manufactured housing is financed. 
Second, the federal regulatory legis-
lation by which the U.S. Housing 
and Urban Development regulates 
MH is antiquated. The third chal-
lenge is a regulatory structure that 
lacks clarity, has the potential to 
overlap, and does not adequately 
incorporate industry feedback into 
regulations and guidelines.  
   MHI highlighted recent federal 
legal controls that jeopardize access 
to manufactured housing financing, 
including Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau regulations regarding 
"high-cost" loans and the definition 
of a loan originator.  
  MHI also note the importance of 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac devel-
oping and implementing MHI-
oriented financing, in addition to 
pointing out the need for improve-
ments to the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration’s (FHA) Title I and Ti-
tle II Programs.  

MHI writes Congress 
on regulatory controls 

Noah Lawson having fun on the lake 



 

 

 

 

C O M E  J O I N  N O W ! ! !   C U T  A N D  M A I L  —   M E M B E R S H I P  D A T A  

Firm Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
Telephone (____) ____________________   Fax (____) ____________________ 
Home Phone (____) __________________  Email _________________________________ 

D U E S  S T R U C T U R E :  

MANUFACTURER:  Dues shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per floor for each home shipped within the West Virginia to 
dealers, contractors, retailers or sales locations in West Virginia.  These dues shall be remitted to the West Virginia Housing Institute 
Inc. on a monthly basis. 
_________ We will send $100.00 per floor shipped to West Virginia on a monthly basis. 
RENTAL COMMUNITY AND CONTRACTORS:- Per Annum 
________ $100.00 
ALL OTHER CATEGORIES: - Per Annum 
________ $250.00 
_________________________________Title   _____________________________ Signature
        

Please Remit To: 

WVHI 
PO Box 2182 

Charleston, WV 25328-2182 

W E S T  V I R G I N I A  

H O U S I N G  I N S T I T U T E  I N C .  

PO Box 2182 

Charleston, WV 25328-2182 

Phone (304) 346-8985 

Email: andy@wvhi.org 

www.wvhi.org 
 

 

 
P R O V I D I N G  T H E  

A M E R I C A N  D R E A M  


