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Stonewall scores well
as WVHI
convention venue

Shelbie Kinder and mom Amy Masters
Kenny Martin

WVHI donates
$5,000 to victims
The manufactured housing members in
West Virginia donated $5,000 to ease the
suffering of those caught up in devastating flooding in the Mountain State in
June.
As soon as the extend of flooding was
know, West Virginia Housing Institute
Inc. Co-Presidents Kevin Wilfong of
Fairmont and George Gunnell of Winfield asked for an emergency vote by the
14-member WVHI board of directors to
authorize the infusion of the funds to
emergency relief efforts.
The board unanimously voted to make
the money available. The funds were
divided equally between the American
Red Cross and at the Charleston-based
group Union Mission.
“Our members were unstinting in their
willingness to make our assistance available immediately.” Wilfong said.
“We were pleased to have been able to
help.” Gunnell said. “We pray for those
in distress.”
On a related matter, Prestige Housing
Inc. of Buckhannon, owned by Jennie
Barnette, has made an offer to Gov.
Tomblin’s office to sell homes at cost to
victims of the floods.

Shane Masters gets ringed by Phil Fogleman on Lightburn’s lighted putt-putt course at Stonewall

ROANOKE, W.Va. -- Those
attending this year’s West Virginia Housing Institute Inc.
convention reiterated they
loved the location, meeting
space, accommodations and
food. They voted overwhelmingly their support
to return to Stonewall Resort next
year.
The lawyers’
panel got the highest vote for the
Alberts
best program,
Scores
High
but Clayton
Homes Inc.’s
Vice President Bobby Alberts
got the most individual votes
as best speaker. People liked
the new auction format that
limited the amount of time for
the program.

“Overall experience fantastic,”
wrote one person. “Can’t wait
for next year.”
Twenty-two electronic ballots
were returned this year, which
represented about a quarter of
those attending the three-day
meeting. Attendees were asked
to vote on the quality of the program based on a scale of 1-5,
where five was perfect.
Meeting space scored a perfect
5, the location 4.9, accommodations 4.8 and food 4.72. All responding said they would like to
return to Stonewall. Golf was
unanimously endorsed by those
playing. “Great golf course,” one
wrote.
(Continued on p. 3)

The Podium

Looking for a convention
site that will please all
By Kevin Wilfong
Co-President

The 14-member board of directors of the West Virginia Housing Insti-

Wilfong

tute Inc. has been wrestling with the issue of where to hold our convention. For the last few
years, those meetings have taken place at Stonewall Resort.
Stonewall is centrally located and has easy access off the interstate. Prices are moderate, the
food is good, and the resort offers a wide variety of entertainment. Also, it is a self-contained
space so we don’t have to travel to reach events.

We have been to other locations, but keep coming back to Stonewall for the convenience. One drawback
has been the resort’s inability for two years now to provide its lake cruise boat that we have enjoyed in the
past. We have taken the boat ride on “Little Sorrel” during the first evening of our meetings.
As a substitute this year, we had dinner at Lightburn’s, Stonewall’s golf course resort located on a beautiful hilltop that provides great views of the whole locale. The change was overwhelmingly greeted warmly
by the attendees and many said they preferred it to the boat ride.
The survey we did after the convention confirmed that the membership likes going to Stonewall. It was
gratifying to see that. It is also good to know that Stonewall took our complaints to heart and the last we
heard the boat ride is back in operation.
Changing venues for the convention can be a good thing if it is for a purpose, but change simply for
change’s sake isn’t always the best policy. We will continue to monitor your feelings and concerns about
where we should hold our annual meeting. We want this to be a pleasurable experience for you
The decision has not been made by the board yet on where we will hold the 2017 convention. As always
we welcome your thoughts and comments on this important issue.
We also hope you will attend next year. Hold open the dates of June 12-14, 2017, because we think that is
when we will be getting together again. It is an informative event and also is a good place to meet your colleagues.

www.wvhi.org
Want to keep up on the latest with the
factory-built housing industry in West
Virginia? Want to be listed on our website or linked to it?
The West Virginia Housing Institute
Inc. is at www.wvhi.org. Take a look at
what we have on the site. Tell us what
you want added or improved.
The inside scoop is in the membersonly section. And you only have to call
Andy Gallagher at (304) 346-8985 to join.

Golf winners (l-r) JD Staats, Brian Windham,
Jake Wilson, Rob Peterson

Thank you to the West
Virginia Housing
Institute Inc. 2016 convention
sponsors

Don Ray, Lisa and Tom Belasco and
Don Sharp

Tony Mazzocchi

Survey from p. 1
The first-day lawyers’ forum featuring lawyers John Teare, Johnnie Brown, Jason
Stemple and state regulator Mitch Woodrum scored 4.85; Alberts earned a 4.77
rating; Tim Williams, CEO and president of 21 st Mortgage Corp. earned a 4.5; Skyline Corp. CEO Rich Florea scored a 4.4. Alberts was cited three times as the best
speaker; the lawyers, Williams and Florea also were singled out as best one time
each, as was Phil Fogleman’s wine-tasting program.
Attendance was down for the wine-tasting and the chef’s demonstration, although
the wine-tasting scored a perfect five from those who were
there. One attendee suggested abandoning the chef’s program in
favor of purchasing lunch for the attendees on the second day.
Entertainer and Jerry Lee Lewis-impersonator B.B. Secrist
scored a 4.6; and first-night entertainer Joe Simpson, who led a
two-member ensemble, scored 4.2
WVHI staff received perfect scores for its efforts.
People found adequate free time, time to network and that the
session were just right.
A trip to the hilltop golf club house of Lightburn’s was
swapped out for the boat trip around the lake when the boat,
Tim Williams
Little Sorrel, didn’t work this year and attendees liked the
Favored speaker
change. “The dinner at the golf clubhouse was a nice
change,” one wrote. “Great views.”
“I know the boat being broke down was disappointing, but the event at the golf
club Monday night more than made up for that,” wrote one.
“If the boat fixed, along with really accommodating
‘hill’ facility, I say go back to Stonewall!” one person
wrote.
“Good auction,” one wrote of the auction run by Judy
Ritchie. “Kudos to Judy.” The auction was reduced to an
hour and sandwiched between dinner and entertainment.
“Liked the new format better,” one wrote.
“Great job, again,” another commented. “Thanks so
much for inviting me to attend,” wrote one. “I regret not
Rich Florea
budgeting more time to network. I’d love to come back
Scores High
next year.”
One person said WVHI might hold off on the wine
tasting for a year to build back interest in the program. This person also suggested
the association might stimulate interest by choosing a separate location for its new
venue. “We have to find a way to exceed the last convention, enthuse, stimulate
and excite,” the attendee wrote.
The event was the staging area for a special award to Co-President Kevin Wilfong of Fairmont, who was notified that the new WVHI headquarters office at 1579
Washington St. E had been named the Wilfong Building in his honor. An emotional
Wilfong was teary-eyed as a result of the honor. The new office board room was
named in honor of Vice President Karen Bailey, a longtime and tireless advocate
for the industry.
The board also made a presentation to executive director Andy Gallagher for
being chosen by his peers nationally to win the Jim Moore Excellence in Communications award. The board gave him a special plaque to honor the achievement and
voted him a $5,000 bonus, half of which came from a private benefactor within the
industry.
“I am humbled by the credit bestowed upon me by this excellent board,” Gallagher said. “They are true industry leaders.”
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Judy Hemphill

Clayton St. Albans takes national award

Angela, Barry and Mattie Howell

Roger and Emma Roy, Thelma Herhsberger,
Donna Wilfong and Cindy Bonasso

SAINT ALBANS — Clayton Homes of
St. Albans has been chosen as a national
winner for its location and the beauty of the
site.
MHI, the industry’s national group,
named Clayton Homes, St. Albans, as its
retail sales center of the year for the Northeast-Mid-Atlantic region.
Only four of the highly regarded prestigAlisa Bailey and Yana Billet
ious awards are granted each year by MHI.
The “Retail Sales Center of the Year”
An independent panel of judges selected
award entries were judged based on an en- the St. Albans location for the coveted
award.
try statement, management philosophy,
“We take great pride in our sales center
retail center aesthetics, marketing materials
and community and industry involvement. and its upkeep and making it an attractive
location for our company but more importantly for our customers,” said manager
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Justin Riddle (see picture top right).
“We have a strong, customer-oriented
and family philosophy at this location
and we want people to come to a place
where they feel at home. And I believe
we do that.”
“Jason and his crew do a fantastic job
of providing the best customer experience in West Virginia,” said George
Gunnell, Clayton Homes Inc. regional
vice president for West Virginia. “I am
extremely proud of their accomplishments.”
Riddle also was honored by the West
Virginia Housing Institute Inc. at its
statewide convention in June and given
a plaque to commemorate the achievement. The exact copy of Riddle’s
award will be displayed at the WVHI
office in Charleston.
Gunnell owns a unique title himself
in the fact that now three of the sales
centers he supervises has won this coveted title out of only four such awards
made to retail sales centers in West
Virginia. The fourth is Silverpoint
Homes, a modular dealership at Daniels.
“I’m very proud of the locations I
have been able to help supervise,”
Gunnell said. “They represent a good
product and they are staffed with the
highest quality of people.”

Justin Riddle & Mike West

Charlie and Judy Hemphill; Roger
Roy and Tyler Cradddock

T-l Riddle & Gunnell; Clayton St. Albans
Below Thelma Hershberger

Manufactured home shipments improve in January
January
February
March
April
May

2016
Homes
68
79
114
52
102

2015
Homes
53
39
61
59
89

Manufactured home shipments were up 14.6 percent in West Virginia in May compared to the same month a year ago. A total of 102 homes were
shipped to the Mountain State in May compared to 89 in 2015. Nationally, shipments were up 16.9 percent for the month. After five months, shipments
are 35.9 percent ahead of where they were for the comparable period in 2015. The number of homes shipped had increased from 301 to 409. U.S. shipments were up 19.3 percent after five months.
West Virginia manufactured housing shipments fell 11.9 percent in April, the first month those shipments declined this year. A total of 52 homes were
shipped for the month, compared to 59 for April 2015. Nationally, shipments were up 9 percent and are up 19.9 percent at the end of the first four
months of the year. West Virginia shipments rose during the same time from 212 to 307 and are up 44.8 percent overall, even with April’s poor showing.
March manufactured housing home shipments were up an astounding 86.9 percent in West Virginia, comparted to March 2015. Shipments increased to
114 from 61. U.S. shipments were up 25.8 percent in March.
West Virginia manufactured housing shipments were up 102.6 percent in February compared to a year ago. A total of 79 homes were shipped this
February, compared to 39 in February 2015. Nationally, shipments were up 28.9 percent through February.
Shipments in January were 17 percent higher than those of in January 2015. The number of homes shipped increased from 53 last year to 62 this January. Nationally, shipments were up 16.7 percent for the month.
West Virginia manufactured home shipments for 2015 ended 5.6 percent behind shipments in 2014, while shipments were up 9.6 overall in the United
States.
December national shipments were up 20.4 percent, while West Virginia improved by 6.7 percent.
A total of 1,013 manufactured homes were sent to West Virginia in 2015, compare to 1,073 in 2014.
The Mountain State was the only area in the eight-state South Atlantic region, which stretches from Delaware to Florida, to have negative shipments
for 2015.
Shipments in the Mountain States in 2014 ended 3.9 percent ahead for the year, while overall U.S. shipments were up 6.9 percent.
A total of 1,073 homes were shipped into West Virginia in 2014, compared to 1,033 in 2013.
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Below (l-r) Sara
Vance; Miah, Mitch
and Debbie Woodrum

Donna Wilfong

No. 2 golf (l-r) Mike West,
Mitch Woodrum, Kenny Martin, Justin Riddle
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Jerry Jarrard
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Don Phillips
Jimmy Russell Randy Hacker
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Tim and Anissa Davis

Shane & Jackson Masters

John Teare
(Left) Kari Preslar (l.), Don Ray,
Linda Ray and Lili Gallagher (in
front) ; Rich Florea to right

Jeanie Johnson, Phil
Fogleman
No. 3 golf team (l-r)
Mark Winstead, Adam
Harpe, Mark Celedonia

George Gunnell, Charlie Hemphill

Jason Stemple

Alex Montagnet

Linda Ray

Brenda Perrine
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