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I-64 repairs to snarl West
Virginia roads for months

DOL enforcement
staff to increase
CHARLESTON — More state
inspectors are being added to the
manufactured housing program because of the increased work load at
the state Division of Labor.
One new inspector has been hired
in the northern
part of the state
and half his work
time will be in the
manufactured
housing program,
Deputy
Labor
Commissioner
Woodrum
Mitch Woodrum
said. The West Virginia Housing
Institute Inc. asked for the additional
inspectors. Woodrum hopes soon to
add another inspector for the southern part of the state. He eventually
wants to have four full-time inspectors.
The division in recent years has
undergone massive budget cuts of 22
½ percent, which dwindled its manufactured housing inspection crew
from nine to 2.35 positions currently. “We’re going to focus on consumer complaints, not random audits,” Woodrum assured the state
regulatory board, the West Virginia
Manufactured Housing Construction
and Safety Standards Board.
(Continued on p. 4)
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House passes H.R. 650;
Fight moves to Senate
West Virginia’s delegation was all in when the U.S.
House of Representatives passed legislation sought by the
manufactured housing industry to reform the federal Dodd
-Frank Act.
The Preserving Access to Manufactured Housing Act,
H.R. 650, passed the House 263-162 on April 14.
Rep. David McKinley, R-W.Va., an original sponsor,
was joined by Reps. Alex Mooney and Evan Jenkins, both
R-W.Va., to vote in favor of the act.
This is the first time that the reform bill has passed the
House.
The industry-sought changes are relatively simple. They
would allow a freer range on interest rates on manufactured housing loans and would permit sales staff at retail
centers to consult with customers about loans, which they
are prohibited from doing under Dodd-Frank.
The White House got involved in the legislation before
the House voted. President Obama threatened to veto any
measure that modifies Dodd-Frank.
The bill now goes to the Senate, where Sens. Joe
Manchin, D-W.Va., and Shelley Moore Capito, R-W.Va.,
are both co-sponsors of the Senate version.

The Charleston Gazette
CHARLESTON, W.Va. April 7,
2015 — A project to upgrade
bridges and ramps on Interstate 64
in Charleston will create major
traffic changes for the next six or
eight months, state highways officials said.
An $18 million project to replace bridge decking, put in new
expansion joints and install a system to repel corrosion on 19 bridges and interstate ramps between
the Fort Hill bridge and Brooks
Street bridge on Interstate 64 is
scheduled to continue through
October, state Division of Highways spokesman Brent Walker
said. Construction work will cause
temporary lane changes and closures on ramps and lanes throughout construction.
One section of road will see a
new type of traffic pattern never
before tried in West Virginia for
the duration of the work, Walker
said.
A
single
continuous
“contraflow” traffic lane, walled in
on both sides by concrete barriers,
will extend from several hundred
feet west of the Oakwood Road
interstate exit to just shy of the
Interstate 77/79 split to allow contractors to replace decking on the
elevated highway between Kanawha Boulevard and Washington
Street.
Mike Koelbl, vice president of
contractor Kokosing Construction
Co., said the section of interstate is
one continuous box structure
(Continued on p. 5 )

The Podium

Calling you to the convention;
Your help is essential if we are
to do appraisals correctly

By George Gunnell
Co-President
The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc.’s 14-member board of directors, along with Co-President Kevin Wilfong
and myself, invite you to our exciting and educational convention planned for June 22-24 at Stonewall Resort in northGunnell
central West Virginia.
We are proud to announce an all-star lineup of speakers and are pleased to let you know that we have added to interesting new elements to the program this year. I believe what we have for you easily justifies the minimal registration fee we collect. By the way,
we have not changed that fee in the 11 years since WVHI held its first conference.
But most of all, this conference is our way of replenishing our political action committee funds, which are vital if we are to have a voice in the
West Virginia Legislature. You generously participate in the PAC fundraising auction that Judy Ritchie puts on each year and we hope you will
be there once again for us this year.
You also get at least two hours of free legal advice from the best legal minds in the manufactured housing business in the state, plus time to sit
down with leading state regulator Deputy Labor Commissioner Mitch Woodrum. They are eager to answer your questions at no charge. That
alone ought to justify attending the conference, but there is so much more.
I will not go through a rundown of the entire program, but I suggest you look at it on page 6. But let me tell you about the additions. On the first
night, after the boat cruise around the lake, we have a live band that will play for two hours. On the second day, we will have a live cooking
demonstration after our meetings presented by Stonewall’s nationally renowned executive chef. Additionally, we have extended the time for Phil
Fogleman’s extremely popular beverage-testing program.
Please plan to attend and to take staff members along. The information you will receive will be invaluable and you also will enjoy yourself.
***
As is often my duty when I write this editorial to you, I must ask you to do something for us all.
This is critical and only you can help.
The federal government as of July 18 is requiring appraisals on many of our homes.
To make this program effective, we have to have comparables on homes sales so the appraisers can have other sales figures to compare to the
homes that are being appraised.
Much of this information is being gathered by two national organizations, NADAguides and Datacomp Appraisal Services from financial information being provided by national lending institutions.
But a substantial gulf is expected to remain on cash sales and any sales not financed through the big national lenders. We need you to provide
that sales information to the national data bank.
This is the link for the MHI Community Attributes System (www.mhicas.org) where you can create an account and password. Once registered
the site will take you to a page where your sale can be reported and captured for the database. Datacomp will be sharing this captured information with NADAguides. You will notice on the page a way to scan and upload various documents such as: the manufacturer invoice, the purchase agreement and other supporting documents. Please see the related story on page 3. It is not necessary to provide private customer information!

www.wvhi.org
Want to keep up on the latest with
the factory-built housing industry in
West Virginia? Want to be listed on
our website or linked to it?
The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. is at www.wvhi.org. Take a
look at what we have on the site.
Tell us what you want added or improved.
The inside scoop is in the members-only section. And you only
have to call Andy Gallagher at (304)
346-8985 to join.

1st appraisal webinar a success
Nearly 20 people participated in the first of two seminars the West Virginia Housing
Institute Inc. is hosting to educate member on the new appraisal process the industry
faces as of July 18.
Dallas, Texas-based financial expert Dick Ernst led the webinar on April 24 to inform
the group about what is expected of them under the new federal Dodd-Frank Act rules.
Ernst is a longtime member of MHI, who provides industry financial advice nationwide.
Ernst was peppered with questions following the hourlong meeting, during which
attendees could follow on their computer screens Ernst’s PowerPoint program.
“WVHI’s board of directors believed a telephone-based webinar was the most efficient and cheapest way to get this important information out to the membership,” said
WVHI Co-President Kevin Wilfong.
“We consider it so important that we scheduled a second meeting for those who could
not attend the first, or might have additional questions,” said WVHI Co-President
George Gunnell.
The date of the second webinar has not been scheduled. Virginia and West Virginia’s
manufactured housing associations are cosponsoring the webinars.

Industry pioneer
Thomas Belasco dies

Appraisals need your individual input for nontraditional sales

BRIDGEPORT — The founder of Belasco
Mobile Home Sales Inc. of Bridgeport and a
man who helped establish the West Virginia
Manufactured Housing Association was laid
to rest in Bridgeport on March 4.
Thomas D. Belasco, 78, of Bridgeport, died
on Feb. 28. He was buried in the Bridgeport
Cemetery.
He is survived by his wife of 55 years,
Jackie Pickens Belasco, whom he married on
April 16, 1959; son Thomas Belasco II of
Bridgeport; daughter, Stephanie Ann Maley
of Shinnston; and four grandchildren, Travis
D. and Tyler D. Belasco, Justin D. Molina
and Kelsey J. Maley.
Belasco attended West Virginia University
and established Belasco Inc. in 1968 and
helped establish the predecessor organization
to the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc.
Son Thomas is a member of the board of
WVHI and also sits on he industry’s state
regulatory board.
Mr. Belasco will be remembered as a devoted and loving husband, selfless father, and
all-around accepting person.

I am sure you are aware that beginning with all loan applications received by lenders on July 18, 2015 and
after, lenders will be required to provide the borrower(s) with evidence of the home’s value. That can be in
the form of:
(a)
The manufacturer invoice
(b)
A valuation from an independent cost based data base (NADAconnect)
(c)
A valuation from an independent company that provides a market sales approach, having no financial interest in the home sale or the finance transaction who is trained and has a history of appraising and valuing manufactured homes ( Datacomp Appraisal Services)
A major concern however is will there be an adequate amount of data to support options (b) and (c)?
The Good News
In preparation for this new rule, the MHI Appraisal Task force has been working with NADAguides and
Datacomp for the last eight months collecting data from the major lenders (Vanderbilt, 21st Mortgage, Triad
Financial and CU Factory Built). Both companies will be ready to provide valuations prior to the start date of
the rule.
Your help is needed.
It is extremely important that another key segment of home sales be captured, reported and merged with the
data from the lenders. Sales consisting of Cash Sales, and sales financed by any other lender than those named
above must be captured. This will give the industry a more robust database from which to determine values.
The ability to sell homes may well hinge on members stepping up to make sure there are adequate “comps” in
the system!
This is the link for the MHI Community Attributes System (www.mhicas.org) where you can create an account and password. Once registered the site will take you to a page where your sale can be reported and
captured for the database. Datacomp will be sharing this captured information with NADAguides. You will
notice on the page a way to scan and upload various documents such as: the manufacturer invoice, the purchase agreement and other supporting documents. It is not necessary to provide private customer information!
If you have any questions we will try to answer them or get the answers from someone that can.
Your cooperation is essential for your actual sales to become a part of the data that is used to establish the
value of your sales.

Say Thanks! to our
convention sponsors
$2,000 and up
Oak Tree Sales Center
$1,500 and up
The West Virginia Housing Development
Fund
The Commodore Corporation, Colony Factory Crafted Homes, Pennwest Homes, Manorwood Homes
Style Crest Inc.
Blevins Inc.
$1,000 and up
Middletown Home Sales
21st Mortgage Corp.
Triad Financial Services Inc.
$750 and up
Trinity Homes
$500 and up
Elsea Inc.
Eagle River Homes
CU Factory Built Lending
Deer Valley Homebuilders Inc.

Home on the Road Newsletter
Editor: Andy Gallagher
WVHI
PO Box 2182
Charleston, WV 25328-2182
(304) 346-8985
(304) 400-4509 (fax)
wvhi@wvhi.verizon.net

Home on the Road is a publication of the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc., published four times a
year (March, June, September and
December).
Free subscription with paid membership dues. All advertising must be
paid in advance. Home on the Road
reserves the right to reject any advertising. Make checks payable to
WVHI. Send ads with payment and
news to Andy Gallagher.
Advertising rates
Full page: $200
Half page: $100
Quarter page: $60
Classified: $30 for each 3 lines
These rates are double for nonmembers.

West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. golfing registration form
Golfing for the PAC 2015

The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc.’s golf tournament
takes place June 23 at Stonewall Resort at Roanoke, W.Va. We
look forward to having you participate in a good cause for our industry.
The tournament funds our political action committee. As a result, we can take only personal checks that are made out to HousingPAC. We cannot accept corporate checks. This is the only opportunity each year we have to raise PAC funds.
We are asking each participant to make a donation of $125 for
the PAC fund this year, a figure we have tried to maintain at the
same level over the years.
Please let us know if you plan to participate
Name_________________________________________________
Email_________________________________________________
Handicap_______________________________________________
Please mail, with a $125 personal check, to:
HousingPAC
PO Box 2182
Charleston, WV 25328
Inspectors from p. 1
The additions are being made to address increase manufactured housing shipments into the state and a state Supreme Court ruling last year that upheld a
2012 law requiring all manufactured housing complaints be filed with the State
Board before they can be taken to circuit court.
Some lawyers have complained that plaintiffs’ attorneys are bypassing the
state board because of the lack of inspectors and are attempting to take cases to
circuit court. Additional inspectors would mean that complaints would be handled by the DOL instead of being taken to circuit court.
West Virginia has one of the three top inspection programs in the nation and
Woodrum wants to maintain that record, he asserted.
The DOL received 64 manufactured housing inspection complaints last year,
which was up from the previous year. Woodrum expects those numbers to increase.
Woodrum wants to have complaints inspected within 30 days of their receipt
and to have action completed within 60 days, which is half the time allowed
under federal law.

Manufactured home shipments fall 1st Qtr. in West Virginia
2014
Homes
January
February
March

68
56
67

floors shipped
117
100
110

2015
Homes
floors shipped
53
86
39
61
61
92

CHARLESTON — Manufactured housing shipments in West Virginia fell for each month of the first quarter of 2015 when compared to shipments for the first three months of 2014.
Shipments dropped dramatically in February after a poor showing in January, the latest industry statistics
show. March shipments were lower than the previous year, but not so sharply.
Overall, U.S. shipments of manufactured homes have been up in each of the first three months of 2015
when compared to the previous year.
March shipments were up nationally from 4,899 homes in 2014 to 5,602 homes
shipped this March. In West Virginia, 61 homes were shipped in March, representing
Dramatic
92 floors, compared to 67 homes in 110 floors a year ago.
drop of 30.4
January shipments in West Virginia, a total of 53 homes, fell 22.1 percent while national shipments rose 14.7 percent for the month.
percent hurt
February shipments plunged an additional 30.4 percent, while national figures rose
in February
once again.
At the end of the first two months, West Virginia was down 25.8 percent in shipshipments
ments, while the national figures for overall U.S. shipments had increased by 12.29
percent.
Shipments in the Mountain States in 2014, boosted by a strong December, ended 3.9 percent ahead for the
year, while overall U.S. shipments were up 6.9 percent.
A total of 1,073 homes were shipped into West Virginia in 2014, compared to 1,033 in 2013.
Nationally, 64,344 were shipped in 2014, compared to 60,210 in 2013.
West Virginia shipments were down 1 percent for 2012.

Highway from page 1
bridge suspended on concrete pillars.
He said the best way to work on the
decking was to replace the roadway
along the entire length of the section of
highway, two lanes at a time.
To do that, engineers will compress
the existing three eastbound and three
westbound lanes into two lanes going
each way, with a continuous contraflow lane sandwiched in the middle.
Highways officials hope the walled-in
lane will allow continuous traffic flow
through the work zone.
The contraflow lane will carry eastbound traffic through the first two
phases of work, then will be switched
to carry only westbound traffic through
the final two phases. Walker said Kokosing will work on the eastbound
lanes during phase one and two and
westbound lanes after.

Once motorists are in the contraflow lane
they’ll have to stay there until the lane opens
back up, because motorists will be surrounded
on both sides by concrete barriers.
While the lane is carrying eastbound traffic, motorists won’t be able to take Interstate
77 north or Interstate 79 north, either, Walker said. The contraflow lane will end before
the Interstate 77/79 split, he said, but not
soon enough for drivers to make the lefthand merge to head north.
“When in doubt, stay in the two right
lanes,” Walker said. Drivers who get stuck in
the contraflow lane who wanted to head north
will have to get off at the Westmoreland exit
and get back on the interstate, he said.
Koelbl said contraflow lanes have been successfully used in other cities to work on interstates in congested areas. Engineers and highways officials have been working closely with
local emergency responders on plans to get to
anyone who may have an accident while in the

contraflow lane.
Speed limits will be reduced to 50 mph
for the duration of construction.

Follow on:
www.transportation.
wv.gov
Much of the interstate through Charleston is elevated, creating a nearly continuous series of bridges and ramps. Kokosing
will be replacing about 80 expansion joints
and will have to temporarily close some
lanes and some ramps through the coming
months. Details will be announced through
local newspapers and television stations
and discussed on the Department of Transportation Facebook page and website,
www.transportation.wv.gov.

Tentative convention agenda
June 22-24

DOL issuing guidelines on
repos

Monday, June 22, 2015
Noon-3:00 p.m.
floor)

WVHI Inc. Board Meets (closed)

1:00 p.m.

Registration Desk Opens

4:00 p.m.

Check-in at Stonewall

3:30-5:00 p.m.
(2nd floor)

Lawyers panel

--

Maple

Boardroom

(1st

-- Lobby
-- Lobby
--

Birch

Room

Huntington attorney Jason Stemple, WVHI general
counsel John R. Teare Jr., associate general counsel
Johnnie Brown, Charleston lawyer Bryan Price and
regulator Mitch Woodrum make up the ever-popular
lawyers panel to provide you guidance on legal matters.
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Welcome reception
Terrace Foyer (Lower floor)

--

Have dinner before we sail: serving ribs, barbecue
chicken and drinks.
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Little Sorrel, board the boat for a trip around the beautiful lake. Cocktails served onboard. The Terrace Foyer
leads directly to the boat.

8:00 – 10:00 p.m.

Music under the stars

-- Terrace Patio

Relax with music and drinks after the boat ride.
Tuesday, June 23, 2015
7:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Breakfast
Dining room. Order what you like.

--

Morning session
Birch Room

--

8:45 – 9:00 a.m.

Annual meeting

9:00 -- 9:45 a.m.

Pamela Beck Danner, HUD’s new manufactured housing administrator, provides us with insights about things
happening inside the Beltway

9:45 -- 10:30 a.m.

John Deskins, director of the Bureau of Business and
Economic Research at WVU, speaks about economic
conditions in West Virginia.
Commodore Corporation’s Chief Operating Officer
Bob Bender gives us his insights on the manufactured
housing industry.

10:30 – 11:15 a.m.

Noon

Golf Tournament begins
Resort course

The Division of Labor is issuing a memorandum to provide guidance to
retailers on the sale of repossessed homes after state regulators recently spent
considerable time discussing the issue, Deputy DOL Commissioner Mitch
Woodrum said.
Matters arose at a meeting of the West Virginia Manufactured Housing
Construction and Safety Standards Board on how the DOL should deal with
the sale of repossessed homes and whether retailers where the repos are
housed should be responsible for the sale paperwork.
Many repossessions are processed by banks that are not overseen by DOL,
nor would they want to be, according to board member Steve Solomon of
Morgantown. If banks are forced to obtain a state license to sell repossessions,
they would stop financing homes and the industry would suffer as a result. “I
think it’s important to protect our finances,” Solomon said.
DOL now allows an individual in the state to engage in two private sales
without having to obtain a retailer license, Woodrum explained.
Woodrum said DOL does not supervise the sale of repossessions by banks,
that code section §21-9 does not apply to any bank or financial institution
engaged in the disposal of foreclosed or repossessed manufactured homes.
On other matters, the State Board:
--imposed $2,550 in fines on seven companies.
--issued cease and desist orders against companies in Virginia and Maryland
who were doing business in West Virginia without a license.
--imposed $975 in fines on 13 companies that failed to file business reports.
--issued contractor licenses to Larry Lambert Inc., of Oceana; That One
Heating and Cooling of Princeton; and Mountaineer Home Repairs LLC of
Lewisburg.
--learned that a new law will require all air conditioning technicians to be
licensed by the DOL starting January 1, 2016. The grandfathering period to
apply will begin July 1, 2015 and be available until July 1, 2016.

--

This challenging 7,149-yard, par-72, Arnold Palmerdesigned course wraps around the pristine lake and
resort at Stonewall.
Lunch:

On your own.

Noon – 1 p.m.

Not a player? Terrace Patio: Special cooking show
with Tim White, Stonewall’s nationally respected
executive chef. Limited seating. But stick around. See
below

1:30 – 4 p.m.

Terrace Patio Phil Fogleman’s wine-tasting program
at the Terrace Foyer. Phil is assisted by his able wife,
Jeannie, and Kari Preslar. If golf or Phil is not on your
agenda, there are a multitude of other things to do.
Reservations must be made in advance for the spa.

5:00 - 5:30 p.m.
5:30 - 6:15 p.m.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
7:30 - 8:30 p.m.

7:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Cocktails
-Ballroom Foyer (2nd floor)
Reception and banquet
-Stonewall Ballroom 2 (2nd floor)
Motivational humorist Brett Leake is the special
guest speaker for dinner. If she can’t make you laugh,
you are made of stone.
Judy Ritchie runs our political action committeefundraising auction.
Wednesday, June 24, 2015
Breakfast
Dining room. Order what you like.
Dress: Business casual; no jackets required

--

John Teare

West Virginia Housing Institute Convention 2015

Return this form to WVHI

REGISTRATION FORM
June 22-24
Stonewall Resort, Roanoke, WV
Make your room reservations at (304) 269-7400 or (1 888) 278-8150 or on line at StonewallResort.com. Room rates are $119.

Company Name:

____________________________________________________________

Address:

____________________________________________________________

City:

_______________________________ State:________Zip_____________
Names of Those Attending as it Should Appear on Name Badges: (please print)

_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____
_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____
_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____
_________________________________________________________Adult_____ Child____
REGISTRATION FEES:
WVHI Member & Spouse/Guest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125.00 per person if paid by May 30;
$150.00 per person after May 30.
Children Under 12
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 50.00 per child if paid by May 30;
$75.00 per child after May 30.
Children Under 1 year old
FREE
Non-Member Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$300.00 per person attending

***Registration Fees Must Accompany Registration Form and are PER PERSON attending***

Please return completed registration form and your check to:
WVHI Inc.
PO Box 2182
Charleston, WV 25328-2182
Questions, please call Andy (304) 346-8985

WEST VIRGINIA
HOUSING INSTITUTE INC.
PO Box 2182
Charleston, WV 25328-2182
Phone (304) 346-8985
Email: andy@wvhi.org
www.wvhi.org

P R O V I D I N G
T H E
A M E R I C A N
D R E A M

COME JOIN NOW!!!

CUT AND MAIL —

MEMBERSHIP DATA

Firm Name:
____________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ______________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________
Telephone (____) ____________________
Fax (____) ____________________
Home Phone (____) __________________
Email _________________________________

DUES STRUCTURE:
MANUFACTURER: Dues shall be One Hundr ed Dollar s ($100.00) per floor for each home shipped within the West Vir ginia to dealers, contractors, retailers or sales locations in West Virginia. These dues shall be remitted to the West Virginia Housing
Institute Inc. on a monthly basis.
_________
We will send $100.00 per floor shipped to West Virginia on a monthly basis.
RENTAL COMMUNITY AND CONTRACTORS:- Per Annum
________
$100.00
ALL OTHER CATEGORIES: - Per Annum
________
$250.00
_________________________________Title
_____________________________
Signature
Please Remit To:

WVHI

PO Box 2182

Charleston, WV 25328-2182

