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2014 Convention sponsors 

   Clayton Homes Inc./CMH  

Manufacturing Inc. 

Duffield, Lovejoy, Stemple & 

Boggs 

Oak Tree Sales Center, Mar-

tinsburg, WV 

Style Crest, Inc. 

The Commodore Corporation: 

Commodore Homes of Pa./ 

Colony Factory Crafted 

Homes/ Manorwood Homes/

Pennwest Homes 

Blevins, Inc. 

Middletown Home Sales, Inc. 

21st Mortgage Corp. 

Flaherty Sensabaugh Bonasso  

Triad Financial Services Inc. 

West Virginia Housing De-

velopment Fund 

Fleetwood Homes Inc./Cavco 

Industries, Inc. 

Skyline Corp. 

Elsea, Inc. 

American Homes of Morgan-

town 

CU Factory Built Lending 

Alliance Credit, LLC 

Cascade Financial Services 

U.S. Bank Manufactured 

Housing Finance 

Roy's Home Sales of Elkins 

Pullin, Fowler, Flanagan, 

Brown & Poe, LLC 

Holmes Building Systems  

Atlantic Homes of North Car-

olina 

John R. Teare Jr. 

Stonewall Resort 

Happy Birthday,  

United States 

First place golf team (from left) Bill Vogel, Ryan Bish, Mi-

chael Cicardi 

Lisa and Jim Rice 

Tasting is  

conference winner 

  Board member Phil Fogle-

man’s beverage sampling won 

top honors while the legal 

panel and MHI general coun-

sel Rick Robinson tied for 

second place for the favorites 

at the West Virginia Housing 

Institute Inc.’s 10th conven-

tion June 23-

25 at Stone-

wall Resort, 

WVHI’s 

attendees 

voted. 

   Fifty-six 

survey forms 

– a record 

number – were filled out by 

the 126 registered attendees. 

The number of personal com-

ments were up this year, with 

several listing the conference 

as “awesome.” 

   “This certainly was an ex-

traordinary conference from 

top to bottom.” Co-President 

Kevin Wilfong of Fairmont 

said on behalf of the 14-

member board of directors 

that worked diligently in put-

ting the meetings and enter-

tainment together. “The board 

outperformed itself.” 

   Twenty-six companies and 

individuals, a record number 

for the association, provided 

$26,000 in sponsorships for 

this year’s two-day event, 

compared to $21,000 last year. 

(Continued on p. 7)  

New law allows self-financed home sales 

   A new law that went into effect on July 1 in West Virginia 

allows a person to self-finance the sale of up to three homes 

without having to have a banker’s license. 

   The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. worked successful-

ly in the 2014 legislative session to secure the change. 

   Under the state SAFE Act passed in 2009, the right to self-

finance a home was limited only to a sale to an immediate 

family member without having to be licensed. 

   WVHI Co-President Kevin Wilfong led the effort to get the 

law changed. “We were startled, as was everyone we told 

about this, that the law was the way it was,” Wilfong noted. 

“Nobody could believe that type of restriction was in there. 

   “We received great cooperation from the state Division of 

Financial Institutions to enact this change,” Wilfong said. 

“The bill was introduced for us by Senator Greg Tucker of 

Nicholas County.”  

  Under the new law, you are obliged to report your sales to 

the state Division of Financial Institutions on forms the DFI 

will make available on its website, which can be found at: 

http://www.dfi.wv.gov/mortgage/Pages/default.aspx  
   The industry supported another law that helps clarify titling 

of homes.  

   WVHI opposed a bill that would have increased to $200 the 

current $20 transfer fee on the sale of a home. The money was 

to be used to rehabilitate dilapidated and abandoned homes in 

municipalities. The bill passed after the fee was removed. 

Ken & Sue Martin 

Yana 

Billet 

Phil Fogleman 

with beverages 

http://www.duffieldandlovejoy.com/
http://www.duffieldandlovejoy.com/
http://www.stylecrestinc.com/
http://www.blevinsinc.com/
http://www.middletownhomesales.com/
https://www.21stmortgage.com/web/21stSite.nsf/index?OpenForm
http://www.triadfs.com/
http://www.wvhdf.com/
http://www.wvhdf.com/
http://www.elsea.com/
http://www.seeamericanhomes.com/
http://www.cufactorybuiltlending.com/contact-us
http://alliancecreditllc.com/
http://www.cascadeloans.com/
https://www.usbank.com/index.html
https://www.usbank.com/index.html
http://www.royshomeselkins.com/
http://www.pffwv.com/
http://www.pffwv.com/
http://www.dfi.wv.gov/mortgage/Pages/default.aspx


The Podium The positives keep rolling 

in, but let’s don’t forget it is 

the hard work that does it 

 

   Want to keep up on the latest with 

the factory-built housing industry in 

West Virginia? Want to be listed on 

our website or linked to it? 

   The West Virginia Housing Insti-

tute Inc. is at www.wvhi.org. Take a 

look at what we have on the site. 

Tell us what you want added or im-

proved. 

   The inside scoop is in the mem-

bers-only section. And you only 

have to call Andy Gallagher at (304) 

346-8985 to join. 

By George Gunnell 

WVHI Co-President 

   By all accounts, the June convention was the best we have had to date. It was also our 

10th meeting anniversary, which was something special to us.  

   I would like to thank my colleague and friend, WVHI Co-President Kevin Wilfong, for 

managing things this year. I understand he did an outstanding job with everything. 

   The convention this year attracted a record number of sponsors. Our attendance was al-

so up and we had record numbers of retailers at the event this year, which we always welcome. The ratings for 

what took place were excellent. A full review of the postconvention survey results can be found on the first page 

of this publication. 

   The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. has proven to be a special organization in this state. The 14-member 

board of directors has been diligent in their work on behalf of the industry to strengthen your working position 

and to ensure consumer protection for those who buy our products, so they know they are getting the very best for 

their dollar. 

   We have been strong in lobbying both at the state and federal level for things we can actually change here and 

that will affect you and your bottom line. We have restored our membership to the state regulatory board, are 

working well and cooperatively with our regulators, have a strong relationship with the Legislature and we have 

passed several significant laws in the years this current board has been in existence. 

   I want to remind you, too, that we are launching an entirely new incentive for us this summer. 

   That is the scholarship program that was the brain child of board member Don Sharp of Triad Financial Services 

Inc. Don and the rest of the board have long wanted to have a scholarship program offered by WVHI as our way 

to give back both to our industry and the hard working people in it, but also as a way to say thank you to our cus-

tomers. They, and members of our rental communities, are all eligible for this program. 

   We are starting out with three $1,000 scholarships to see how that proposal fares. I imagine the board will be 

fully ready to expand the program as it becomes feasible to do so. 

   With all our positives, however, keep in mind that we get things done by working at it diligently and long and 

hard. Encourage your friends to become members of WVHI. Tell them to join an organization that has proven it-

self. 

George Gunnell 

www.wvhi.org Help with traffic conditions in WV? 

   Need to find out about traffic conditions in West Virginia be-

fore you get something shipped or are the one doing the ship-

ping? 

   The West Virginia Department of Transportation has established a web-

site to help you know in advance to make plans for your shipments. 

   Wayne Kessinger, who directs permitting in the DOT permitting office, 

said to access the following address to find out about road closings, width 

restrictions, and other problems, but also to learn about openings, too. 

   The address is: 

http://www.transportation.wv.gov/highways/maintenance/hauling_permits/

Pages/default.aspx.  

   Then simply high the “construction list” link. 

   Kessinger promised to keep the site updated for your convenience. 

http://www.wvhi.org/
http://www.transportation.wv.gov/highways/maintenance/hauling_permits/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.transportation.wv.gov/highways/maintenance/hauling_permits/Pages/default.aspx


Second  place golf team (from left) Pete Perryman, Justin Riddle, 

Tim Allison and Chris Young 

   ROANOKE — Skyline Corp. of Elkhart, Ind., and AAA 

Homers of New Martinsville were given special honors at the 

2014 West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. convention. 

   Each was awarded a new “defense of the 

industry award” by WVHI for successfully 

defending in the state Supreme Court a 2011 

industry-sponsored law. 
   The law requires that any complaint against an 

industry member must first be made to 

the state regulatory agency before it can 

go to circuit court. 

   “We felt this was a significant victory 

for us and should be recognized by our 

members,” said WVHI Co-President Kevin Wilfong. “So 

the board created this special award.” 

   Plaques recognizing the victory were given to Matt Miller 

on behalf of Skyline and to Jim Rice, owner of AAA 

Homes, on behalf of his company. 

   WVHI General Counsel John R. Teare Jr. argued the case 

in the Supreme Court and urged passage of the law. “This 

decision will have significant, longrange consequences for 

everyone in the industry,” Teare said. 

   The convention accorded the three a standing ovation. 

 

   (See related story on p. 7)  

Matt Miller & 

Kevin Wilfong 

Jim Rice 

John Teare 

Skyline, AAA Homes win 

“defense of the industry” honors 



Home on the Road is a publica-

tion of the West Virginia Housing In-

stitute Inc., published four times a 

year (March, June, September and 

December).  

Free subscription with paid member-

ship dues. All advertising must be 

paid in advance. Home on the Road 

reserves the right to reject any adver-

tising. Make checks payable to 

WVHI. Send ads with payment and 

news to Andy Gallagher. 

Advertising rates 

Full page: $200 

Half page: $100 

Quarter page: $60 

Classified: $30 for each 3 lines 

These rate are double for nonmem-

bers. 

(L-R) Allison & Vanessa Bunch, Judy Ritchie, Capt. Jim Hawkins 

Home on the Road Newsletter 

Editor: Andy Gallagher 

WVHI 

PO Box 2182 

Charleston, WV 25328-2182 

(304) 346-8985 

(304) 400-4509 (fax) 

wvhi@wvhi.verizon.net  

Third place golf team: (from left) Kevin Wilfong, Al Gurner, 

Shane Masters and golf organizer Kris Hershberger. 

Above: Auctioneer Judy Ritchie 

and Ken Cobb; (L) John and 

Gale Teare 

Kevin Wilfong and Andy Gallagher Clockwise: Stover, Radford, Christian, Belasco 

(L-R) Don Sharp, Roger Roy, Judy Ritchie, Kevin Wilfong 

Jeanie Johnson Jennie Keller 



Manufactured home shipments up slightly in  West Virginia in 2014 

    2014      2013 

   Homes  floors shipped           Homes   floors shipped 

 January   68   117     69     116 

 February  56   100     59       96 

 March   67   110     74     113 

 April   108   186     80      138 

 May   112     188     117      198 

    Despite a drop in manufactured home shipments of 3.4 percent for May, West Virginia still remains 3 percent ahead of last 

year’s shipments, thanks to a spectacular showing in April. 

   For the first five months of this year, U.S. manufactured home shipments remain up 5.2 percent. 

   May shipments were up 1.4 percent nationally, while they fell 3.4 percent in West Virginia. 

   But a 35 percent increase in shipments in West Virginia in April means the state’s shipments remain ahead of last year’s ship-

ments at this time. 

   March shipments were down 9.5 percent in West Virginia. 

   February saw 56 homes shipped into the Mountain State compared to 59 for the same month in 2013. 

   A total of 68 home were shipped to the state in January, compared to 69 in January 68 for January 2013. 

   U.S. shipments of manufactured homes climbed by 9.7 percent in 2013 over 2012 shipments. 

   But they fell 0.4 percent in West Virginia when 2013 shipments were compared to those of 2012. 

   For the month of December, shipments fell 7.3 percent in West Virginia, while they increased 14 percent in the U.S. for Decem-

ber 2013. 

   West Virginia received a total of 1,033 manufactured homes in 2013, compared to 1,037 shipped in 2012. Across the U.S., 

60,210 homes were shipped in 2013, compared to 54,891 in 2012. West Virginia shipments were down 1 percent for 2012.  

   Ninety percent of the manufactured housing retailers licensed in West Virgin-

ia last year renewed for the 2014-15 fiscal year, state regulators were told in 

July. 

   A total of 94 manufactured housing retailers renewed their West Virginia 

licenses while 11 have not, Mitch Woodrum, chief of the manufactured housing 

section of the state Division of Labor, told the West Virginia Manufactured 

Housing Construction and Safety Standards Board. License renewals were due 

July 1. 

   Woodrum expects some of the other 10.4 percent to also renew their licenses. 

   In addition, 34 manufacturers renewed their licenses, while only one, Adven-

ture Homes of Garrett, Ind., did not. 

   A total of 137 industry contractors renewed their licenses for the new fiscal 

year, while a dozen did not. 

   Woodrum released to the State Board a list of the following retailers who 

have not renewed their licenses: Bob’s Quality Homes Inc., Rt. 21 Homes Inc., 

Silverpoint Homes Inc., Fortney Homes Inc., Cozy Home Center, Varner Trail-

er Sales, Midwest Manufactured Homes LLC, Barker’s Mobile Homes Inc., Tri 

County Manufactured Homes, Double T Homes Inc., and Quality Homes of 

Bluefield Inc.  

   At its July meeting, the State Board disciplined seven retailers, two of which 

were from Virginia, and a North Carolina manufacturer, imposing fines totaling 

$3,000 on them, mostly for failing to meet warranty obligations. 

   Another 24 contractors were fined $75 each for failing to file with the DOL 

reports that detailed their quarterly business activity. Seven failed twice to file 

their quarterly reports. They were: May Transporting, Kallner’s Home Service, 

Bob’s Quality Homes Inc., Robert A. Johnson doing business as Cozy Home 

Center, WV Home Sales Inc., Alford Home Solutions Inc. and Leonard Trivitt. 

   The board issued a contractor license to Jimmy’s Home Improvements LLC 

of Madison, Boone County. 

   A total of $1.5 million is in the fund the industry voluntarily established to 

pay for homes improperly installed or needing repairs for manufacturers who 

have gone out of business. The recovery fund has paid out $800,000 in repairs 

since 2002. 

   A full list of licensed retailers, manufacturers, and contractors can be seen on 

the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. website at www.wvhi.org. 

90 percent of state retailers renew 

manufactured housing licenses 
Scholarship program under way with 

WVHI  

   The 14-member board of directors of the West Virgin-

ia Housing Institute Inc. reminds you that the WVHI 

college scholarship program is in effect. 

   WVHI is making available three $1,000 scholarships 

each January to deserving college students who are in 

the industry or are industry customers. 

   WVHI executive director Andy Gallagher will be traveling to 

locations around the state soon to get out the word. 

    Eligible candidates must have a 2.5 grade point average and 

must be attending a West Virginia institution of higher learning 

full-time. 

    The scholarship program was advocated to the board by mem-

ber Don Sharp of Triad Financial Services Inc.  “I was pleased 

the board responded so positively to my suggestion that we devel-

op this program for West Virginians,” Sharp said. 

Sharp 

 The West Virginia Housing Insti-

tute Inc. convention gave the late 

James Howard Staats a standing ovation when it honored him 

with a plaque. Mr. Staats died June 15, 2011. 

   Staats, 91, of Point Pleasant, founded French 

City Homes in Gallipolis, Ohio, in 1969 and 

served at its helm until 1999, when his sons, 

J.D. and Tom Staats, took direction. 

   WVHI’s award, presented by Co-President 

Kevin Wilfong, and accepted on behalf of the 

family by Tom Staats, honored Mr. Staats for 

his dedicated service to the manufactured housing industry. 

James Staats Honored 

Tom Staats and Kevin 

Wilfong 



Kate Connolly & Le Phares Mary & Larry Stover Thelma Hershberger, Karen Bailey & 

Donna Wilfong 

(L-R) Judy & Charlie Hemphill; Andy Gallagher & Deanna Stone; Jeanie Johnson and Jennie Keller 

Virginia’s Tyler 

Craddock 

Shane Masters Jennie Barnette Tifanee McCall 

L-R Jim Muldoon, Mitch Woodrum, the Stover boys, Tom Young, Matt Miller, Frank and Judy Fato with Phil 

Fogleman in the background 

Anissa & Tim Davis with Rick Robin-

son in rear 

L-R John & Karen Bailey, Bryan Price,  Steve Collins, Ken & Sue Martin, Larry Stover, Mike Cicardi, Pete Perryman, Justin Riddle 



Judy and Charlie Hemphill                               Renny & Le 

The new captain: Sue Martin, piloting the Little Sorrel 

(L-R) Jerry Jarrard, Matt Miller, Ken Cobb, Tony & Brenda Mazzocchi 

   Survey from p. 1 

   “The outpouring of support has been impressive and reflects the hard work of the 

board to reach out to friends, associates and those with whom they have business 

relationships to provide a strong program,” Co-President George Gunnell of Winfield 
said. “It also shows the strong commitment of individual members who really have 

stepped up on their own to support the organization.” 

   People loved everything about Stonewall Resort from the location to the food. Only 
one person said he or she would not return, while 51 said they would welcome the 

2015 convention at the north-central state park. “As usual, this convention is my 

favorite every year,” wrote one attendee.  “Great convention,” another wrote. “One 
of the best.” “Great event,” wrote a third. 

   Eleven individuals said the legal panel, featuring WVHI General Counsel John 

Teare, Huntington lawyer Jason Stemple, Charleston attorneys Bryan N. Price and 
Jim Muldoon, and chief state regulator Mitch Woodrum, was the single best event at 

the conference. Another seven named the wine tasting and five specified the second-

day presentation of MHI Chairman Nathan Smith of Kentucky. Individual praise was 
laid out for Champion Home Builders President and CEO Jack Lawless and humorist 

Leanne Morgan of Knoxville, Tenn. 

   “The wine tasting. Awesome. Love Phil,” one attendee wrote. “Loved the wine 
tasting,” echoed another. 

   All the speakers received excellent scores and they were only fractionally off from 

each other. On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 was a D and the 4-5 range constituted an A, 
Fogleman’s second-day, afternoon sampling of various spirits, in which he was as-

sisted by his wife, Jeanie Fogleman, and WVHI staffer Kari Preslar, earned a 4.72. 

This was only the third year for the wine tasting. More than 30 people attended the 
event as an alternative to golf. 

   The legal panel and Robinson, who is also MHI’s vice president for governmental 

affairs, scored 4.6; Nathan Smith’s folksy-yet-serious industry talk earned a 4.55; 
Lawless was at 4.47 and Morgan’s second-day after-dinner presentation scored 4.45. 

One wrote that Morgan was “great.” 

   Those voting loved the accommodations, which earned a 4.9 score; followed by the 
space at 4.83; location at 4.82; and food at the resort at 4.7. 

   Golf at the Arnold Palmer-designed course was a hit. It earned 16-0 favorable 
votes. The golfing event was organized by Kris Hershberger of Middletown Home 

Sales. “Great golf course,” exclaimed one. This is the first year the convention pro-

vided golf statues to the winners, but one golfer was disappointed. “Need better 
prizes for first place,” he wrote.  

   The attendees rated the WVHI staff – executive director Andy Gallagher, Preslar 

and Linda Ray – at 4.93 and 29 people said the staff was extremely responsive. The 

staff “always is available,” one noted. 

   Several people made strong comments about the fundraising auction run by Judy 

Ritchie of Elkins and one wrote, “Good job, Judy.” Two said the event lasted too 
long, but others had this to say: “Great for PAC fund,” “Fun!” “Great items,” “Good 

fun,” “Wonderful,” and “Good.” 

   One attendee specifically praised the first-day, two-hour boat ride. 
   Two people said they did not have sufficient free time, but 47 said they did. One 

person did not have sufficient networking time, but 47 did. 

   Here are some additional comments: 
   --“This is a growing event that imparts a lot of knowledge.” 

   --“You need more manufacturers putting on presentations.” 

   --“Truly enjoyable. Great networking.” 
   --“Great event. Loved it.” 

   --“Enjoy the whole experience.” 

   --“Great time, as always.” 

   --“Great time. Will attend next year.” 

Brown and Stemple make important 

lawsuit wins 
  Two lawsuits in separate parts of West Virginia have been dismissed 

because of a 2011 law sponsored by the West Virginia Housing Institute 

Inc. and a 2014 court ruling upholding that law, court records show. Each 

case was defended by a law firm that is a member of WVHI. Those being 

sued were also WVHI members. 

   The lawsuits were filed on behalf of Katie Boggs in Nicholas County 

Circuit Court and Brenda L. Campbell in Hampshire County Circuit Court. 

   The dismissal orders were entered against the defendants in March and 

June respectively under the 2011 law that says a complaint against an 

industry member first must be filed with the West Virginia Manufactured 

Housing Construction and Safety Standards Board. The board is the state 

agency that regulates the manufactured housing industry. 

    On Jan. 29, 2014, in a case out of Pleasants County, the state Supreme 

Court unanimously upheld the constitutionality of the 2011 law after argu-

ments were made to the court by WVHI general counsel John R. Teare Jr. 

of the Charleston law firm of Spilman Thomas & Battle. 

   In the most recent petitions, a retail sales center in Summersville and its 

manufacturer were sued; in the second case, the manufacturer was sued. 

   Jason Stemple, partner in the Huntington law firm of Duffield, Lovejoy, 

Stemple & Boggs, represented the manufacturer in the first case; and John-

nie Brown, partner in the Charleston law firm Pullin, Fowler, Flanagan, 

Brown & Poe, PLLC, represented the retail center in the first lawsuit and 

the manufacturer in the second.  

   “These are significant wins for the industry and underscore the im-

portance of this law for industry members,” Brown said. 

Below L-R Stemple 

and Brown 



 

 

 

 

C O M E  J O I N  N O W ! ! !   C U T  A N D  M A I L  —   M E M B E R S H I P  D A T A  

Firm Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

Telephone (____) ____________________   Fax (____) ____________________ 

Home Phone (____) __________________  Email _________________________________ 

D U E S  S T R U C T U R E :  

MANUFACTURER:  Dues shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per  floor  for  each home shipped within the West Virgin-

ia to dealers, contractors, retailers or sales locations in West Virginia.  These dues shall be remitted to the West Virginia Housing 

Institute Inc. on a monthly basis. 

_________ We will send $100.00 per floor shipped to West Virginia on a monthly basis. 

RENTAL COMMUNITY AND CONTRACTORS:- Per Annum 

________ $100.00 

ALL OTHER CATEGORIES: - Per Annum 

________ $250.00 

_________________________________Title   _____________________________ Signature

        

Please Remit To: 

WVHI 
PO Box 2182 

Charleston, WV 25328-2182 

W E S T  V I R G I N I A  

H O U S I N G  I N S T I T U T E  I N C .  

PO Box 2182 

Charleston, WV 25328-2182 

Phone (304) 346-8985 

Email: andy@wvhi.org 

www.wvhi.org 
 

 

 
P R O V I D I N G  T H E  

A M E R I C A N  

D R E A M  


