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WVHI 2013 convention at Stonewall
ROANOKE, W.Va. — The
2013 convention for the West
Virginia Housing Institute
Inc. will be held June 24-26
at beautiful Stonewall Jackson Lake State Park in northcentral West Virginia.
Tim Williams, president and
chief executive officer for
21st Mortgage
Corp. of Knoxville, Tenn.,
will be the
keynote
speaker for the
event.
The park, the
site of the first
Williams
WVHI convention, is located on a beautiful lake just off Interstate 79
about 90 miles northeast of
Charleston and 130 miles
southwest of Pittsburgh.
Williams is expected to
discuss problems with financing manufactured homes and
the restrictive effects of new
federal laws on the availability of funding for homes.
G. Kent Mangelson with the
American Society for Asset
Protection of
Las Vegas will
Mangelson
speak to the
opening session on the afternoon of June 24.
He will discuss how businesses can reduce their legal
(Continued on p. 3 )

WVHI opposes
forced sprinkler install

Convention 2013 at Stonewall Jackson Lake

New titling changes
opposed by WVHI
Legislation recommended by a national group that would radically alter the way manufactured homes are titled will be introduced in the 2013 session of the West Virginia Legislature.
The aim of the proposal by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws is to make more financing
available to individuals to purchase manufactured homes.
Industry officials, however, do not believe the changes proposed would result in additional funds to buy homes. Instead,
the changes would add costs to home-buying, would increase
bureaucratic involvement without any appreciable benefit, and
would add time to any deals, according to Marc J. Lifset, attorney for MHI. Lifset served on the commission as the industry’s
representatives and fought against the changes.
The major change under the proposal would allow any manufactured home to be converted to real property and titled as real
property, whether it was affixed to land. The homeowner would
made the decision about titling at the time of purchase. If it was
on land, both the home and land would be titled separately. If a
lien was filed against the home, it would not affect the land, and
vice versa.
Lifset said no evidence exists from any banking group that the
proposals would provide additional financing for homes or that
loans would be made at a lower interest rate.
(Continued on p. 3 )

The question of forced installation of fire-suppression sprinkler
systems in homes in West Virginia is expected to be raised as a
major issue in the 2013 session of
the Legislature.
State Fire Marshal Sterling
Lewis Jr.’s office is proposing
changes to the state Fire Commission rules that would require fire
sprinkler systems in new singleand multi-family homes in West
Virginia.
The board of directors of the
West Virginia Housing Institute
Inc., the voice of the manufactured and modular housing industry in the state, has voted to oppose the proposed change.
WVHI Co-President Kevin Wilfong, owner of Middletown
Homes Sales at Fairmont, and
WVHI General Counsel John R.
Teare Jr., believe manufactured
homes, since they are built to U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development standards,
should be precluded from the rule
revision. That is one argument
that will be made when the Legislature convenes in February.
WVHI executive director Andy
Gallagher wrote to Lewis at the
end of December for details of the
proposal, which already has been
reviewed by a between-sessions
legislative committee; and to express complete industry opposition to such a proposal.
(Continued on p. 3)

THE PODIUM Legislative issues
at the forefront

By George Gunnell
Co-President
It looks like we might have some important issues in this session of the West Virginia Legislature.
The question of installing sprinklers in some homes may be gaining momentum. Even if this is not
done in HUD-code homes because they are built to federal standards — an argument we would make at
the Legislature — that would not protect modular homes from being subject to sprinklers, if approved.
The home builders association may be willing to go along with the change, some people have reGunnell
ported. I doubt that is a road we wish to travel down, though.
Sprinkler systems are costly. One retailer told our executive director a system could run as high as $8,000 in a singlewide home
and up to $12,000 in a doublewide.
Sprinklers give people a false sense of security. How effective would a sprinkler system really be? How much would it cost to
upgrade West Virginia’s various water systems to power the pressurized lines that would be required? Would it be necessary to
install some type of internal water tank source in homes to ensure the lines remain pressurized?
How would pressurized sprinkler systems work in rural areas – where many of our homes are located – with the water source
being electrically pumped well water?
We believe the forced installation of sprinkler systems in homes is costly and unnecessary.
A second issue is a recommendation from a national group interested in the 50 states adopting uniform laws.
This group, in what it sees as an effort to make more financing available, wants to change the way our manufactured home are
titled.
Instead of being titled as personal property, this group wants to allow the homeowner to elect whether to title the home as personal or real property.
Our expert on the panel, Marc Lifset, an Albany, NY, attorney, opposed the recommended legislation.
He said no evidence exists whatever to support the notion that banks and other lending institutions will loan more money and at
cheaper rates because the Legislature declares a manufactured home is real property.
Instead, he believes this will just cause delays and more red tape in the purchasing of homes and cause all sorts of possible legal
problems in the future.
I can only liken this to the requirement that the 50 states enact their own version of the SAFE Act, after it was adopted by Congress.
Some states, such as West Virginia, exempted retailer staff from having to undergo mortgage banker training and licensing, but
some states did not. So you have a real mix out there about what the states are doing by way of regulation.
Marc also believes that in trying to allegedly simplify the procedures in the 50 states, we could just face an additional 50 new
ways of trying to deal with the titling of our homes.
I have no problem with reviewing the current procedure to see if it can be done better and simpler and make more money available at lower interest rates. But I am not for change simply for change’s sake.

www.wvhi.org
Want to keep up on the latest with
the factory-built housing industry in
West Virginia? Want to be listed on
our website or linked to it?
The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. is at www.wvhi.org. Take
a look at what we have on the site.
Tell us what you want added or improved.
The inside scoop is in the members-only section. And you only
have to call Andy Gallagher at
(304) 346-8985 to join.

No changes seen in Dodd-Frank and
SAFE Act revisions sought by industry
With the new year here, the manufactured and modular housing industry can report
little progress on legislation it sought to soften the effects of two federal financial
laws aimed at curbing abuses in some of the larger financial institutions and improving consumer confidence in the mortgage banking business.
While MHI, the national association for the industry, had more than 40 sponsors for
the reforms to the Dodd-Frank and SAFE acts in the Republican-oriented House of
Representatives, only two were found in the U.S. Senate.
As a new Congress convenes in Washington in January, MHI will be seeking to
reintroduce the legislation in both chambers.
The proposals make minor modifications to both acts to ensure the availability of
finances for home loans and to ensure employees in retail centers can discuss lending
options with purchasers without having to be licensed as mortgage bankers.

Road conditions information available
over 511 system now in West Virginia
West Virginia’s new 511 travel information system
debuted in mid-December.
It will provide information about accidents, road
construction, severe weather information and other
events that affect traffic across the state.
The new 511 Traveler Information System is
accessible by phone by dialing 511, via the
Internet at www.WV511.org, by downloading
the free WV 511 Drive Safe mobile app for Android and iPhone, or by following WV 511 on
Twitter.
By dialing 511 from any landline or mobile phone,
travelers can receive traffic information, reports on
road and weather conditions, and connect with 511
systems in neighboring states. They can also connect
with the state Department of Tourism, and be updated on public safety alerts.
The www.WV511.org website allows users to navigate an interactive map posting the locations of traffic
incidents, construction projects and weather advisories.
Convention from p. 1
liabilities and how owners can protect their assets from lawsuits and other issues.
Following a reception, the convention attendees will take a
two-hour reception-cruise on the boat Little Sorrel.
The statewide convention opens on the morning of June
25; followed by three morning educational sessions, including a program in which board member Johnnie Brown, General Counsel John R. Teare Jr., and Huntington lawyer Jason
Stemple provide legal advice to the members.
The morning session will be rounded out by Bill Raney,
president of the West Virginia Coal Association. He will provide a state of the coal industry message to the members about West Virginia’s backbone industry.
Golf follows for the athletes on Stonewall’s
beautiful 7,149-yard, par 72, Arnold Palmerdesigned golf course along the lake. Nongolfers will be able to participate in board member
Raney
Phil Fogleman’s wine-tasting presentation. It
will be his second year to provide the program.
A reception and dinner are next that evening, with Williams as the dinner speaker. That is followed by WVHI’s
political action committee fundraising auction, which is
overseen by board member Judy Ritchie.
“The board of WVHI has prepared a quality program for
this year’s convention,” WVHI Co-President George Gunnell of Winfield said. “We are also looking forward to being
at Stonewall after spending several years with our convention in Charleston.”

Images from the 20 traffic cameras located across the
state can also be viewed, along with the messages and
alerts posted on electronic roadboard signs.
The new WV 511 Drive Safe mobile application uses
the speakers and GPS capabilities of smartphones to
provide audible travel advisories for areas in the traveler's vicinity, allowing drivers to keep both hands on
the steering wheel.
The new 511 system makes use of roadway moisture
and temperature sensors, traffic cameras, State Police
incident reports, reports from DOH maintenance crews
and Courtesy Patrol drivers, and data from roadside
meteorological stations to provide information to drivers.
“The theme of this system is to 'Know Before You
Go,'" Gov. Tomblin said.
The West Virginia 511 system offers data covering all
interstate highways in the state, as well as 17 heavily
traveled U.S. highway routes.
West Virginia joins more than 30 other states that
have 511 systems in operation.
Sprinklers from p. 1
A number of practical problems exist concerning the forced
installation of sprinklers.
WVHI has asked water company officials whether their current water systems are adequate to provide the water necessary
to an unvented, pressurized system.
Will homes be forced to install mini tanks in their attic storage space to help provide adequate pressure to make the systems operational?
Would a fire in a manufactured or modular home so quickly
disable the electric system so as to render the pressurized water
lines useless?
Pennsylvania enacted a requirement for sprinklers for manufactured housing and then within a year repealed the change as
unworkable. South Carolina’s manufactured housing association helped defeat a similar proposal recently in that state.
Titling from p. 1
It is the lack of assurances from any credible source that
more and cheaper consumer funding would be available that
has caused industry representatives to balk.
Lifset said the national group concedes the proposals do not
change the underwriting and cost of capital requirements. He
said the proposal will require increases in compliance burdens
and closing costs.
The national group also believes a common
bill adopted by the 50 states would simplify
competing titling laws now in existence. Lifset disagrees. He said 192 ways now exist for
titling homes. This proposal will add 50 more
new ways.
As envisioned, the national group will recommend
the bills to the separate states as
Lifset
their legislative sessions begin in 2013. The
West Virginia Legislature convenes for its 60-day session on
Feb. 13.

Industry member Bobbie
Lee Doss Jr. dies
Former Home Shows Inc.
general sales manager Bobbie
Lee Doss Jr. , 53, of Belington, died Dec. 15 in a regional hospice center in Elkins. He had been in declining health.
Doss
Doss, a graduate of the
University of Central Florida, was buried Dec.
19 in the Bethany Baptist Church Cemetery at
Hall, W.Va., where full military rites were accorded by the American Legion Post # 96 of
Belington. He was an Army veteran.
Survivors: wife, Cheri Lynn Thorne; sons,
Ryan Doss of Huntington, Sean Doss of St.
Albans; daughters, Kelly Doss and Kara Doss
both of St. Albans; and five step-daughters.
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The Arnold Palmer-designed course at Stonewall Jackson Resort

Industry trade show dates
Louisville: Jan. 23-25
The Louisville Manufactured Housing Show is Jan. 23-25 at The Kentucky
Fair & Exposition Center at Louisville, Ky.
This year’s show is expected to feature 38 new homes and is billed as showing the most manufactured homes indoors in North America.
Contact Dennis Hill at (770) 587-3350.
Great Southwest Show at Tulsa
In light of the trying economic conditions, the board of directors of the
Manufactured Housing Association of Oklahoma has suspended the 2013
Great Southwest Home Show, which was to be held Feb. 28‐March 3 at the
QuikTrip Center Expo Square in Tulsa, Okla.
Tunica Trade Show: March 27-29
The Tunica Manufactured Housing Industry Trade Show, 42 miles southwest of Memphis, Tenn., is March 27-29 at 13615 Old Hwy 61 N., Tunica,
MS, 38664.
The Tunica show calls itself “the largest of its kind in the nation.” Tunica
promises to have more than “80 model homes on display” and that it drew
1,023 retailers last year.
Contact Dennis J. Hill at (770) 587-3350.
Las Vegas: April 16-18
The National Congress & Expo for Manufactured and Modular Housing
will be held at the Paris Hotel April 16-18 in Las Vegas.
Contact Cheryl Langley at (703) 558-0668.
Ohio Manufactured Homes Association: May 17-19 (tentative)
The Ohio Manufactured Homes Association is planning its first home
show likely for May 17-19 at New Philadelphia, Ohio.
The first day will be reserved for dealers and others in the industry and related to it and the remaining days will be open to the public.
So far, interest has been high and at least 10 homes are committed for display, according to OHMA Executive Director Tim Williams.
Contact Williams at (614) 799-2340.
Hershey-York
The Pennsylvania Manufactured Housing Association-sponsored show that
has been held at Hershey and York, Pa., will not be held this year.

Factory-built homes shipped into West Virginia in
2012 and 2011

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November

2012
Homes
floors shipped
48
84
64
106
94
158
78
128
104
176
101
168
93
158
122
200
96
159
106
173
76
132

2011
Homes
37
50
96
80
99
126
85
114
121
92
86

floors shipped
67
82
154
133
154
211
134
187
199
156
132

Manufactured and modular housing retailers to benefit from president signing tax legislation
WASHINGTON — Manufactured and modular housing retailers benefit from a law President Obama
has signed to prevent widespread tax increases.
The law extends the New Energy Efficient Home Credit (I.R.C. 45L) through December 31, 2013. The
credit, which had expired at the end of 2011, provides builders of Energy Star-qualified manufactured
homes with a tax credit of $1,000 per home and builders of modular homes with a credit of $2,000 per
home.
MHI, the manufactured and modular housing industry association, worked closely with Congress to preserve and extend the credit.
The overall legislation signed by the president extends a number of expiring Bush-era tax provisions and
allows tax rates to rise (from 35 percent to 39.6 percent) on individuals earning over $400,000 and married couples earning over $450,000. The bill essentially freezes tax rates on those earning under $250,000.
Passage prevents an even-larger tax increase across all income classes, which would have come about
with the expiration of the 2001 and 2003 Bush tax cuts.
Included in the measure is a tax exemption on inherited estates. Estates worth $5 million ($10 million
for married couples) are exempt from estate taxes. Inflation adjustment will guarantee that the exemption
will grow to $15 million for couples by the end of the decade.
The bill also delays until March 27 automatic spending cuts that were mandated as part of the 2011
budget. The cuts, which would have gone into effect January 1, 2013, required roughly $1.2 trillion in
spending cuts over ten years.

Reception-cruise party boat at Stonewall Jackson Lake

Your thoughts about the legislative proposals?
We’d like to hear from you!
WVHI would like to get your thoughts on the legislative
proposals on the front page of this publication.
Do you favor the force installation of sprinklers in
manufactured and modular homes?
Do you think the national proposal to change the way
homes are titled could open the floodgates to the critical
issue of more and less-expensive funding for our homes?
Let WVHI know what you think by calling Andy Gallagher at (304) 346-8985 or emailing the office at
andy@wvhi.org.
After all, it is only your opinion that matters to us.
The West Virginia Legislature starts Feb. 13.
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_________
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