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Manchin pledges to
housing reform bill
U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin has
pledged to support legislation
to reform federal laws leading industry officials believe
are hurting
the sale of
manufactured
homes.
The West
Virginia
Democrat
Manchin
made the
announcement during a 45-minute
meeting in his Charleston
office in late August with
Tim Williams, head of 21st
Mortgage Corp.; Tom
Hodges, legal counsel to
Clayton Homes; and Andy
Gallagher, executive director
of the West
Virginia
Housing Institute Inc.
“Our visit
with Senator
Manchin was
encouraging,” said
Williams
Williams,
president and CEO of the
Knoxville, Tenn.-based lending giant. “He clearly understood our issues and offered
not only his support but good
strategic guidance to approach certain other officials
during this election cycle.”
(Continued on p. 4 )

Discussion on statewide housing policy

Housing policy discussions under way at Flatwoods

Congressional finances subcommittee
talk Dodd-Frank Act in Charleston;
—————————————
Industry representatives testifies
By J.W. Wohlever
Mountaineer Mobile Homes

I was fortunate to have the opportunity recently to testify
before a congressional subcommittee in Charleston on the
effects federal law changes have, or could have, on businesses in West Virginia.
The panel was the House Finance Services
subcommittee on financial institutions and
consumer credit, chaired by Rep. Shelley
Moore Capito, R-W.Va., who represents the
2nd Congressional District, where I live and
work in Martinsburg.
The purpose of the August hearing was
to address the negative effects of the Dodd- Wohlever
Frank Act (DFA) on community banks. Capito felt my experiences would help illustrate the ramifications on business
as local banks struggled to comply with the DFA. The panel
consisted of three community banks represented by their
senior executives, all of whom opposed DFA; an attorney
who represented an advocacy group defending lower income
victims of bad banking practices and who supported DFA;
and me, representing Mountaineer Mobile Homes, which is
my business.
(Continued on p. 3 )

FLATWOODS — Leading state
housing officials, including a representative from the manufactured
housing association, met in Flatwoods in September to discuss
creation of a statewide housing
policy.
Officials from 15 private
groups, nonprofit organizations,
banks and the
federal government attended
the four-hour
conference
organized by
Mary Skeens
Mary Skeens,
executive director of the nonprofit
housing-promotion agency Community Works in West Virginia,
Inc., of Charleston.
Andy Gallagher, executive director of the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc., attended for the
manufactured housing industry.
The group got together because
of the lack of a statewide housing
policy, or a coordinator of any
program to bring an organized
housing advocacy to the state.
The discussion was general and
was meant as an organizational
meeting, not one to actually develop a policy that might be presented to the governor and the
Legislature.
Those attending agreed the state
should have a system to encourage
the development of private housing
and rental housing in West Virginia
and have a means of coordinating
the development of housing.
(Continued on p. 4)

THE PODIUM

It is good someone is talking housing in West Virginia

By Kevin Wilfong
I direct your attention to our front-page story about the notion of developing a housing policy for the
state.
One thing the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. has been in the forefront of is pushing for a Cabinetlevel administrator in state government for housing.
Since the federal government has its own housing post and so do several states, we believe that it is a
Wilfong
failing in the state that prides itself on having the highest percentage of privately owned homes in the state
not to have a director of housing.
Gov. Tomblin rejected our proposal, saying he did not want to burden taxpayers with the cost of the office. Our argument is the
cost would be minuscule, particularly in comparison to the aid and assistance this office could be on a myriad of fronts, not the least
of which would be economic development.
Those businesses interested in locating in West Virginia surely would welcome a way to first of all to find sufficient housing that
would be acceptable to their employees and secondly to pinpoint the best place to locate in the state to find that
housing. It is not sufficient to offer incentives to a company to locate here without offering a package of amenities, too, and what could be more important than the location of adequate housing?
Do we need more housing in the Tug Fork Valley, or along the Greenbrier River?
How would we know? We do not have anybody in place to coordinate and deterThis is a good mine those needs. If a company wants to locate in Braxton County, where is the best
idea and one we place for housing and how much is available? Does each company have to dial real- Mary Skeens
tor offices in each location to find out what is available, or would it be better to have a statewide source
should pursue for
that information?
Mary Skeens, the hard-working director of Community Works in West Virginia, Inc., of Charleston,
pulled together an embryo conference to begin discussions on the creation of a comprehensive statewide
housing plan. I don’t know whether this will result in bringing to life our idea of a Cabinet-level officer on housing, but I do applaud
the fact that someone is finally doing something to recognize that housing is a major component of the economy and should be seen
as such.
People in our industry, consumers and those in lending institutions are staggering under the hammer blow regulations and restrictions imposed on lending by the SAFE and Dodd-Frank acts. We still are trying to sort out their ramifications today. The SAFE Act,
at least, required a statewide counterpart. Would it not have been better then and even now to have someone in a place in state government — other than the banking commissioner — to help consumers and businesses deal with the changes imposed by these acts?
We face lots of question and issues and I believe Ms. Skeens and her group are on the right track. I respectfully suggest the governor give them as much support as they need and he might think about getting out ahead of this thing before he might find the policy
has been developed for him.

Reminder for community owners:
Provide the state law to renters
Want to keep up on the latest with
the factory-built housing industry in
West Virginia? Want to be listed on
our website or linked to it?
The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. is at www.wvhi.org. Take a
look at what we have on the site. Tell
us what you want added or improved.
The inside scoop is in the membersonly section. And you only have to
call Andy Gallagher at (304) 3468985 to join.

We would like to remind all community owners that you have an obligation under
state law to provide a copy of state law concerning factory-built housing to your tenants.
Some community members have received complaints and even threats of legal action
because they have failed to do this.
Each community owners must provide a copy of Chapter 17, Article 15 to each tenant
within seven days of the tenant’s occupancy of a home.
The specific sections says:
37-15-3. Written agreement required.
(a) The rental and occupancy of a factory-built home site shall be governed by a written agreement which shall be dated and signed by all parties thereto prior to commencement of tenancy. A copy of the signed and dated written agreement and a copy of this
article shall be given by the landlord to the tenant within seven days after the tenant
signs the written agreement.

Call on Congress: Your assistance is needed
Your assistance is needed to encourage your U.S. senators and
members of House of Representatives to support the Preserving
Access to Manufactured Housing Act (S. 3484 and H.R. 3849).
Rep. Nick Rahall, D-W.Va., is the only member of Congress
from West Virginia who has sponsored the legislation needed by the factory-built housing industry. Please contact the other members from West
Virginia and ask them to co-sponsor our bills.
They are Sens. Jay Rockefeller and Joe Manchin, both D-W.Va.; and Reps. Shelley Moore
Capito and David McKinley, both R-W.Va.
Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio, and chairman of
Rahall
the Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs’ subcommittee on financial institutions and consumer protection, introduced legislation (S. 3484) this summer to reduce
regulatory burdens impeding access to affordable manufactured
housing financing.
The bill (titled the Preserving Access to Manufactured Housing Act) is a companion measure to the bipartisan bill (H.R.
3849) that was introduced in the House of Representatives in
January 2012 by Reps. Stephen Fincher, R-Tenn.; Joe Donnelly, D-Ind.; and Gary Miller, R-Calif., each of whom serves
on the House Financial Services Committee.
The House bill (H.R. 3849) has over 40 co-sponsors, with
interest continuing to build. If your House member has not yet
co-sponsored, recess is the ideal time to contact them and request that they co-sponsor.

West Virginia is famous for its fall colors

Congress from p. 1

Present for Congress were Capito; Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va.; and Rep. Jim Renacci, R-Ohio. Each speaker was
given five minutes to summarize our testimony and then committee members asked questions.
“I am grateful that Mr. Wohlever was able to join us at my subcommittee hearing in Charleston to share his perspective
on how Dodd-Frank is negatively affecting community banks, credit unions, and small businesses. Hearing directly from
small business owners like Mr. Wohlever is absolutely essential in bringing light to how overregulation is hurting our
economy. I will continue to share his story, and many stories like his, in Washington where I am working to alleviate the burden of onerous and unnecessary rules and regulations,” Capito said.
One alarming aspect pointed out by a banker was the liability for the life of the loan. The bankers also
went into a technical discussion on derivatives and how big banks generate capital reserves to meet
cash reserve requirements by selling stock; an option not available to a small- to medium-sized community bank. I was pleased to see all three committee members were focused and fully engaged in even
Capito
the most technical parts of the testimony,
The attorney cited several cases where banks had provided poor advice and the borrower paid large fees only to find themselves
either unable to refinance out of the variable rate loans or in foreclosure. Under questioning she had to retreat from her uncritical
support of “all aspects” of the DAF and could not cite a negative incident from a small- to medium-sized community bank – all of
her examples were from large national banks.
My testimony summarized our reduction in units sold and the average price per unit and how it correlated with the
reduction of local banks making chattel loans. Senator Manchin asked me several questions about the business and
how it has diminished and then addressed everyone from the Senate’s perspective.
He said that the DFA was enacted in an effort to limit or control big banks; however, it has not only failed to have
any limiting impact on big banks but it has severely curtailed the operations of community bank which are comprised of small- to medium-sized banks.
Renacci
The DFA will not be repealed but what he said multiple times is it needs to be “surgically repaired” to relieve the
community banks of its restrictive effects and try to rein in the ten largest banks that control 70 percent of the banking industry.
In the end, I felt good about the level of detail and knowledge the subcommittee members displayed and the detailed questions they
asked. I hope they will be the nucleus of a team that will surgically repair the Dodd-Franck Act and lower the regulatory burden on
community banks so that chattel loans are more accessible to the public and responsible manufactured home dealers.

Illinois aide named MHI government
relations director

President Lincoln at the West Virginia
Capitol

Home on the Road Newsletter
Editor: Andy Gallagher
WVHI
PO Box 2182
Charleston, WV 25328-2182
(304) 346-8985
(304) 400-4509 (fax)
wvhi@wvhi.verizon.net

Home on the Road is a publication of the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc., published four times a
year (March, June, September and
December).
Free subscription with paid membership dues. All advertising must be
paid in advance. Home on the Road
reserves the right to reject any advertising. Make checks payable to
WVHI. Send ads with payment and
news to Andy Gallagher.
Advertising rates
Full page: $200
Half page: $100
Quarter page: $60
Classified: $30 for each 3 lines
These rate are double for nonmembers.

Kelli B. Nelson has been named MHI’s new director of government relations. She assumed her duties Oct. 4.
Nelson will assist MHI’s legislative team in promoting the manufactured
housing industry with legislative lobbying, MHI-PAC and other related
projects. She will advocate MHI policy positions before Congress and
the executive branch. She will also recommend policy direction, prepare
legislative language and strategy communications, and coordinate
grassroots congressional action. Nelson will also maintain strong communications with the executive directors of state manufactured housing
associations and utilize their expertise and contacts with members of
Congress to advance manufactured housing legislative priorities.
Nelson had been senior legislative assistant/financial services policy
adviser to Rep. Donald Manzullo, R-Ill., where she has served since 2010
as staff member of the House Financial Services Committee.
Nelson graduated from the University of Illinois with a bachelor of arts
degree.
Housing from p 1.
Skeens, who annually organizes
Housing Day at the Legislature, was
a significant part of the meeting.
The group’s next meeting is at 10
a.m. Nov. 13 at the Days Inn Hotel
at Flatwoods.
15 groups were asked to the housing policy disIt is expected at the next meeting
cussion
that the membership will be expanded and that officials from state
government will be asked to attend. The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc.,
representative the manufactured housing industry, has asked Gov. Tomblin to created a Cabinet-level secretary for housing. Tomblin has refused.
The position would coordinate housing availability in the state.

Manchin from p. 1
The three asked for Manchin’s backing to a Senate bill (S. 3849) introduced
by Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio, on Aug. 2. The measure would make surgical reforms to the SAFE and Dodd-Frank acts, to ensure more funding and
less regulations for manufactured housing sales.
Manchin was knowledgeable about the issues and discussed concerns the
industry officials had about slumping manufactured housing sales in the face
of ever-tightening credit restrictions being imposed by the federal government.
Nearly 18 percent of all housing in West Virginia is manufactured housing,
according to the latest U.S. Census. Sales of manufactured homes in the state
have been on a general decline, following the national trend, for a decade.
“Senator Manchin understands the important role manufactured housing
plays in housing for lower income people,” Williams said.
While he was governor, Manchin was a strong supporter of the manufactured housing sector and supported and signed important legislation to assist
the industry in doing business in the state.
HousingPAC, the policy action committee of the WVHI, has been a supporter of Manchin in the past. Manchin, who two years ago was elected to the
Senate to fill the unexpired term of the late Sen. Robert C. Byrd, D-W.Va., is
seeking a full six-year term this year. His opponent is Morgantown businessman Republican John Raese.

Factory-built homes shipped into West Virginia surpassing 2011 figures in six of eight months
Manufactured housing floor shipments into West Virginia in 2012 have surpassed shipments made the
previous year in six of the last eight months, the latest national figures show. The calculations so far have
been made through August.
Shipments have been down only in April and June this year.
A total of 200 floors were shipped into West Virginia in August, which was up 6.9 percent from the 187
floors shipped to the Mountain State in August 2011. The August 2012 figure totaled 122 homes, including 78 multiple units. In August 2011, 114 homes were shipped, including 73
Shipments have multiple units.
The number of floors shipped in April was down 15.3 percent and June’s were
faltered only in
down 6 percent.
April and June
But the number of floors shipped into the state in January was up 29.7 percent
in West Virginia over the previous year. February shipments were up 28 percent and March
showed shipment increases of 2.6 percent.
After April’s falter, shipments were up 14.2 percent in May, then fell in June, but climbed to a 9.4 percent increase in July and stayed up in August.
Like the rest of the manufactured housing industry in the nation, West Virginia retailers have been experiencing a longtime slide in sales.
West Virginia has no manufactured housing plants in the state.

That time of year again. Here is a picture of some of the political clutter to be found in Charleston going into the
general election this year. Make sure you get out on Nov. 6. A U.S. Senate seat, the governor’s position, three House
of Representative jobs, half the state Senate and the entire House of Delegates is up for election.

New leaders chosen
for MHI
The national industry advocate for manufactured
housing has chosen new officers for the 2013 operating
year.
Don Glisson of Triad Financial Services is the new
chairman of MHI.
He and other officers were elected at MHI’s 2012
Annual Meeting, held October 7th-9th in San Antonio.
Nathan Smith of SSK Communities, was elected vice
chairman; Phyllis Knight of Champion Home Builders,
Inc., was chosen as treasurer; Kevin Clayton of Clayton Homes, Inc., was elected secretary; Joe Stegmayer
of Cavco Industries, Inc., is the past chairman.
The MHI Board of Directors’ approved a summary
of the audited 2011 financial statements.
MHI has continued to manage expenses and has
rebuilt its cash reserves to nine months of operating
expenses demonstrating full recovery from the reductions that occurred a few years ago.
Finally, the board approved the 2013 budget which
plans for a $25,000 surplus, including a growth in dues
from MHI’s membership market share of shipments
and increased advocacy efforts for MHI’s members.
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COME JOIN NOW!!!

CUT AND MAIL —

MEMBERSHIP DATA

Firm Name:
____________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ______________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________
Telephone (____) ____________________
Fax (____) ____________________
Home Phone (____) __________________
Email _________________________________

DUES STRUCTURE:
MANUFACTURER: Dues shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per floor for each home shipped within the West Virginia to
dealers, contractors, retailers or sales locations in West Virginia. These dues shall be remitted to the West Virginia Housing Institute
Inc. on a monthly basis.
_________
We will send $100.00 per floor shipped to West Virginia on a monthly basis.
RENTAL COMMUNITY AND CONTRACTORS:- Per Annum
________
$100.00
ALL OTHER CATEGORIES: - Per Annum
________
$250.00
_________________________________Title
_____________________________
Signature
Please Remit To:

WVHI

PO Box 2182

Charleston, WV 25328-2182

