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Crihfield closes Barboursville, Buckhannon
BARBOURSVILLE – A
pioneer in the
manufactured hous‐
ing industry has
decided to call it
quits because of
the economy and
tight‐fisted lend‐
ing practices.
Charles
Crihfield of
Charleston, who has
been in the indus‐
try since 1971 and
most recently was
the financial power
behind the
Crihfield/Owens
Group, said he has
closed his flagship
operation of West‐
wood Homes Inc. of
Barboursville, plus
Mountain State Home
Showcase Inc. of
Buckhannon, and an
operation at Ban‐
ner, Ky.
The Mountain
State operation was
the last to close.
The Crihfield/
Owens Group was run
primarily by
Crihfield’s son,
Rodney, and Bill
Owens of Hurricane,
who formerly was
with The Home
Shows.
(Continued on p.7)

State Board imposes $6,650 in fines
State manufactured housing
regulators fined 14 companies $6,650 for various infractions in September and
agreed to pay $8,600 to restore homes for consumers
whose manufacturers went out of
business without
completing their
State Regulatory Board (l-r) Tom Belasco, George Gunnell,
counsel Elizabeth Farber; Deputy DOL Commissioner John
work.
Junkins, Sam Bonasso, Gary Shaw and Steve Solomon
Fifteen companies
– including a
Woodrum
Gunnell seated at first State Board meeting;
real estate firm in
speaks for consumer
Upshur County – were reprimanded by the West Virginia
West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. Co-President George
Manufactured Housing and
Gunnell warned industry members at his first regulatory
Safety Standards Board for
meeting in September they have an obligation to meet state
improperly operating without
statutory requirements to protect consumers.
Deputy Division of Labor Commissioner John Junkins wel- state licenses. Another man
was fine $1,000 and told to
comed the Winfield resident to his first meeting as a member
of the West Virginia Manufactured Housing Construction and cease selling homes.
Safety Standards Board.
Another 51 companies were
Gov. Manchin recently appointed Gunnell to the sixfined $75 each by the State
member panel to replace the late Bob Miller of Charleston.
Board for failing to properly
Gunnell is a zone sales manager for Clayton Homes Inc. of
file quarterly sales reports
Maryville, TN.
with the regulatory panel.
The industry has sought a balance of membership on the
The fines were imposed
panel that at one time had no industry representation.
The board, created with industry cooperation, is designed to primarily for the age-old
promote the industry and provide protection to consumers.
problem of utilizing unliIn his first address as a member, Gunnell told other industry censed contractors to either
officials at the meeting that they could not use inferior materi- set up the manufactured
als or provide inadequate workmanship if they expected to do
homes or for their use in varibusiness in West Virginia.
ous phases of installation.
He said consumers expect a high level of quality from
manufactured housing and that the State Board intends to ensure they receive the protections they expect.

(Continued on p. 6)

THE PODIUM

Make sure your voice is
heard on Election Day 2010

By Kevin Wilfong
WVHI Co-President
This is the political season and I hope you are geared up for the election in November.
West Virginians have several choices to make this year in national races.
Unusual in this state are seriously contested races for the U.S. Senate and two congressional seats — the
1st Congressional District, where state Sen. Mike Oliverio defeated Rep. Alan Mollohan in the primary, and
Kevin Wilfong
faces former Delegate David McKinley, R-Ohio, in the general; and the 3rd Congressional District, where
WVHI
Co-President
Rep. Nick Rahall, D-W.Va., faces former state Supreme Court Justice Spike Maynard, a Democrat-turnedRepublican.
At the top of the ticket, of course, is the major battle between Gov. Joe Manchin and Morgantown businessman John Raese. Manchin, a Democrat, and Raese, a Republican, are vying for the seat held by the late Sen. Robert C. Byrd, D-W.Va.
In these races, we know the Democrats and all of them have helped our industry. I want you to know who the Republicans are, too.
Manchin, of course, broke the stalemate over whether we could have representatives on the West Virginia Manufactured Housing
Construction and Safety Standards Board. Rejecting advice to the contrary, he has given us three of the six slots on that panel. Manchin also supported and signed into law the bill that ended discrimination against the placement of our homes in municipalities and
counties. He also supported our efforts to end the dual licensing controversy.
Raese is a respected businessman whose family made its wealth from Greer Limestone Inc., MetroNews Network, and The Dominion Post Inc. newspaper of Morgantown. He has sought public office before without success.
But polls show the race is very close. I believe whatever the outcome, our industry will have a friend in Washington.
Oliverio, D-Monongalia, has sponsored legislation for us and has helped us on numerous bills in the Legislature.
McKinley is an architect and a well-known conservative businessman in Wheeling who spent a considerable period of time in the
Legislature.
Rahall has been a longtime supporter, too, and has sponsored legislation for us on the national level and is a member of the Manufactured Housing Caucus in the House of Representatives. He also attended a regional meeting for our industry in Beckley at our request.
Maynard, a former circuit court judge in Mingo County, served on the state Supreme Court until 2008, when we was not re-elected.
Rep. Shelley Moore Capito, R-W.Va., has no serious opposition in the 2nd Congressional District race.
Again, I am comfortable in projecting we will have good relations with any of these folks that are elected, either Democrats or Republicans.
So, it is a good feeling to go into a race with so many things on the line and feel comfortable for a change that only our friends are
going to get elected this time.
But don’t forget to get out there and vote, whether you are in West Virginia or outside. The election is Nov. 2.

“Urgent Notice” from DOL
You should have gotten an “urgent notice” from the West Virginia
Division of Labor already.
The notification from Mitch Woodrum, director of the manufacWant to keep up on the latest with
tured housing section, is to remind licensees they must submit quarthe factory-built housing industry in
terly reports.
West Virginia? Want to be listed on
The reports must be made even if the
our website or linked to it?
See notice on p. 4
company had no activity during the previThe West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. is at www.wvhi.org. Take a
ous quarter.
look at what we have on the site. Tell
The issue is a big one for the DOL.
us what you want added or improved.
A total of 51 companies were fined at the Sept. 23 meeting of the
The inside scoop is in the membersWest Virginia Manufactured Housing and Safety Standards Board.
only section. And you only have to
call Andy Gallagher at (304) 346The high number promoted Woodrum to issue the new notification
8985 to join.
to remind companies to keep up with their paperwork.

Industry Priorities
2011
MHI members and the board
of directors in September outlined priorities for the industry
and the association in preparation for 2011.
Priority: Financial Regulatory Implementation and
Overhaul
The Dodd-Frank Wall Street
Reform and Consumer Protection Act (H.R. 4173; P.L. 111517) was enacted July 21. It is
the most significant rewrite in
decades of rules governing
banking and financial services
and will affect every financial
institution in the nation.
A significant creation of the
law is a new independent Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), housed within the
Federal Reserve, which will
regulate all consumer financial
products and participants, including mortgages, credit cards,
banks, and loans.
Initial estimates conservatively indicate the act will require more than 240 new rulemakings, 70 new reports/
studies, and more than 22 ongoing studies. This does not include the administration of existing regulations and laws that
will be transferred to the new
CFPB—there are nearly 20 existing consumer/housing financerelated laws that will fall under
the new bureau’s jurisdiction.
Provisions in this bill contain
significant issues for our industry. Addressing these issues will
be a primary focus in 2011.
Priority: SAFE Act Implementation
The Dodd-Frank bill transfers
jurisdiction and oversight of a
number of mortgage-related
laws from HUD to the CFPB. Included enforcement of the SAFE
Act to CFPB.
HUD maintains jurisdiction
until July 21, 2011.

Unclear is if HUD will issue a
final rule on the SAFE Act.
The SAFE Act, and uncertainty
around its application to manufactured housing, remains a key issue in 2011. Achieving clarity in
application and making the SAFE
Act more relevant to the manufactured housing industry is a
high priority.
Priority: GSE Reform and
Government’s Role in Housing
The U.S. Treasury Department
is required to submit a report to
Congress by Jan. 31, 2011, on
ending the conservatorship of
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac and
reforming the housing finance
system. For more than a decade,

Check out MHI priorities for us this year
GSE and federal support of manufactured home lending and finance has
been limited.

Even with congressional guidance in the Housing and Economic
Recovery Act of 2008 (HERA) —
which indicated the GSEs have a
duty to serve the finance needs of
the manufactured housing market
— little headway has been made
to push GSEs into establishing a
secondary market for manufactured home loans secured by personal property.
While it is unclear what may
replace the GSEs or when, MHI
must ensure the system adequately serves the needs of the
manufactured housing industry.
The new Congress will bring
with it a significant number of
committee leadership changes,
including within the Senate Banking and House Financial Services
Committees.
MHI needs to ensure manufactured housing is on a level playing
field in any new housing finance
system.
Priority: Tax Reform
Section 45L of the tax code provides a credit of $1,000 to

manufacturers of Energy Star
HUD Code manufactured homes
and $2,000 for modular homes.
The credit was originally enacted as part of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 and for the past
several years has been extended. The credit officially expired Dec. 31, 2009.
MHI has worked to extend the
credit for one year as part of tax
extension legislation (H.R.
4213) that was approved by the
House in May 2010. The Senate
has been unable to act because
of objections over the costs associated with extending tax
cuts.
MHI also worked with Sen.
Olympia Snowe. R-Me., to introduce S. 1637 that would increase the credit and extend it
for three years. Rep. David Reichert R-Wash., has introduced
similar legislation (H.R. 4226).
The need to pass an extension
continues in 2011. The ability to
rely on the longterm availability
of the energy efficient home tax
credit is critical to manufactured
homebuilders. In addition, with
energy efficiency standards potentially becoming more stringent the cost to builders to produce such homes will increase.
In 2011, MHI will pursue a
strategy that: 1) increases the
amount of the tax credit; 2)
provides for a long-term/
permanent enactment of the tax
credit; and 3) potentially
monetizes the tax credit.
Priority: Energy Issues
In May 2010, the House
adopted legislation (H.R. 5019)
endorsed by MHI to provide
owners of manufactured homes
constructed prior to 1976 with a
rebate of up to $7,500 to purchase an Energy Star qualified
manufactured home; and provide up to $2,500 for decommissioning the old home.
The measure is based on legislation (H.R. 1749) developed
by Rep. Baron Hill, D-In., in
(Continued on p. 6)

Westwood Homes clears lot

Lawsuit filed in Wood County over flood plain
ordinance
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PARKERSBURG -- The owner and operator of a Wood
County manufactured housing community are challenging the
legality of provisions to the county's flood plain ordinance.
The Wood County Commission is named in a three-count
lawsuit in Wood Circuit Court by Marcie D .Weyer and Tomar
Rentals, according to the West Virginia Record.
In their complaint filed Aug. 9, Weyer and Tomar allege the
county is prohibiting them from placing new units on land previously approved for development.
According to the suit, Tomar operates the Meadowbrook
Acres Mobile Home Park in Lubek on two tracts of land leased
from Weyer. Since September 1999, they've operated Meadowbrook under the existing flood plain ordinance.
On July 14, they received a letter from Ed Hupp, the county's
flood plain manager, informing them that two new homes
placed on previously developed lots violated the county's ordinance. In the letter, Hupp stated that any new unit had to be
"developed six to eight feet above the access road to the mobile home park" and have an engineer and licensed home installer approve each new unit.
Because the Commission failed to adopt a "non-conforming
grandfather provision" to revisions of the ordinance since
1999, Weyer and Tomar allege the commission's prohibiting
them from adding the new units "constitutes an inverse condemnation." Subsequently, the inverse condemnation
"constitutes an unconstitutional taking of property without just
compensation in violation of Section 9, Article III of the West
Virginia Constitution."
Weyer and Tomar are asking the court to declare the ordinance unconstitutional, and issue an injunction prohibiting its
enforcement. They are represented by Timothy J. LaFon with
the Charleston law firm of Ciccarello, Del Guidice and LaFon.
The case is assigned to Wood County Circuit Court Judge
J.D. Beane.

Manufactured housing community rules rewrite still in the works
An attempt to rewrite the state Department of Health
rules governing manufactured housing communities
has completed draft reviews of the standards that have
been in effect, with few changes, since 1971.
The team is headed by Fred R. Barley, assistant director for the Bureau of Public Health in the Office of
Environmental Health Services in Charleston.
“The team continues to work on the draft to refine the
proposed final rule, which then must be
submitted to the Legislature,” Barley
said. No submission date has been
set.
“This is a joint effort and the task
force is composed of industry representatives and state and county health
officials,” said Kevin Wilfong, copresident of the West Virginia Housing
Barley
Institute Inc. “We have made good progress and the meetings have been cordial and respectful of all views.”
Wilfong, who owns communities in the Fairmont area,
is a member of the task force.
The West Virginia Manufactured Home Communities
Task Force has met several times since the spring of
2008. During this time, updates have been presented
to health departments and to the WVHI’s annual conference in 2009.
“The task force has been working closely with the
West Virginia Environmental Liaison Group to reach an
agreement for a new rule that will satisfy all parties,”
Barley said. “This is a slow process, but they are making headway. It is imperative that we speak with one
voice whenever we approach the state Legislature for a
modification of the current rule.”
Interested parties may voice their opinions, concerns,
or issues to Barley at (304) 558-6726 or contact Andy
Gallagher at the WVHI at (304) 415-4187
andy@wvhi.org.
At this point in the process, it appears that the definition of a “’Manufactured Home Community” will be for
four or more units, which is up from the current two.
The design standards (currently 64-CSR-41) will be
combined with the operating standards (currently 64CSR-40) to make one Rule to follow.

DK Enterprises LLC
Karen Coria, President
205 First Avenue
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
304-727-2218 Office
304-542-8088 Cell
dkenergy1@aol.com

Stegmayer chairman of MHI
ARLINGTON, Va. — Joe Stegmayer of Cavco Industries, Inc./Fleetwood Homes, has been elected chairman of
MHI in Arlington, VA. MHI is the industry’s national trade association.
Stegmayer, of Phoenix, was the featured speaker at this year’s West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. convention in Charleston in July.
Chosen vice chairman at the same meeting was Don Glisson, Jr. of Triad Financial Services,
Inc. The group named Kevin Clayton of Clayton Homes Inc. as secretary; and chose as treasurer Nathan Smith of SSK Communities. Ken Cashin of Windstorm Holdings, Inc., will continue to serve on the Executive Committee in his role as immediate past chairman.
MHI Executive Vice President Thayer Long, said, “With a high level of experience and dedication, the 2011 officers, led by longtime industry leader Joe Stegmayer, will continue to provide strong direction for this industry
and help guide us in pursuing our top legislative and regulatory priorities in the coming year.”

collaboration with MHI. Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., introduced similar legislation
(S. 1320).
If not adopted this session, it will remain a priority for next year.
EISA Energy Efficiency Standards
The Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 (EISA; P.L. 110-140) contains provisions requiring
the Department of Energy (DOE) to implement energy efficiency standards for manufactured housing
(Sec. 413).
The bill tasks the agency with developing regulations, in consultation with HUD), which are based on
“the most recent version” of the International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) and that:
— take into consideration the design and factory construction techniques of manufactured homes
— are based on HUD-established climate zones
— provide for alternative energy efficiency practices
— are established by 2011
MHI has developed a legislative proposal that would place responsibility for implementing energy efficiency standards developed by DOE within HUD and ensure that new standards strike a balance between
energy efficiency and maximizing housing affordability for very low- and low-income families.
The new Congress may yield opportunities to make revisions to EISA. Despite significant policy differences between Democrats and Republicans on energy issues, there is the expectation that energy legislation of some form could be enacted in 2011.
MHI from p. 3

The six-member panel agreed to use the industry-created, self-funded recovery fund to make right obligations of $5,100; $1,000 and $2,500 to three customers whose manufacturers have ceased operations, but had
no completed work on their homes. The recovery fund has $1.5 million.
The panel was told that Joni Nelson Howard of Howard Real Estate of French Creek had sold five homes acquired from the
Federal Emergency Management Agency although she did not have a state license. The board reprimanded her. She has since halted
sales.
Only retail dealers licensed by the state Division of Labor can sell manufactured homes in West Virginia. Even though they
have a real estate license, real estate agents cannot sell the homes.
The panel imposed a separate $1,000 fine on Gavin Mills of Charleston for selling homes without obtaining a license. It was
his fourth violation. Mills faces criminal charges in Kanawha County on Oct. 19 in complaints filed against him
by the DOL, the panel was told.
Manufactured Housing Section Director Mitch Woodrum said filing the mandatory quarterly reports remains a
problem with companies, particularly when they do not have a sale during the quarter in question. Even without a
sale, they still are required to file the reports, he reminded them.
The panel welcomed its newest member, George Gunnell of Clayton Homes, Inc., who replaced the late Bob
Miller. Gunnell, of Winfield, is also president of the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc.
State Board
Chair Junkins, The panel approved the following licenses: retail dealers, Bob’s Quality Homes Inc. of Belpre, OH; Hartzler’s
Quality Housing Inc. of Dover, OH; New Concept Homes LLC of Charles Town; Clayton Homes of Maryville,
DOL deputy
commissioner TN; and Elsea, Inc., of Circleville, OH.
Contractor licenses were approved for: TMK Personnel Services Inc., doing business as Toler Brothers Heating &
Cooling of Gilbert; Manufactured Housing Services of Elkins; and MR Heating & Air Conditioning & Electrical LLC of Moorefield.
The board set its next meeting for March 24, 2011.
State Board from p. 1

Crihfield from p. 1

Owens
said last
month he has left the
group and now is in the
construction business in
Elkins.
Crihfield is the for‐
mer owner of The Home
Shows, which he sold
several years ago. The
11‐retail lot operation
is now owned by industry
giant Clayton Homes,
Inc. of Maryville, TN.
Westwood Homes of Barboursville has its last weekend open
About three years
ago, Crihfield agreed to
Shipments Dip in July and August
provide financing to open the Crihfield/
Manufactured housing shipments in West Virginia have taken a
Owens Group, although he did not take a man‐
dip.
agement role.
After three months in which shipments in 2010 outstripped those
"I'm in the process of shutting that
of the previous year, the movement of homes into the Mountain
down," he said in September. Crihfield said State declined in July and August.
The shipment of 217 homes into the state was down 2.2 percent
his customers could obtain loans during the
from August 2009. July was down 6.5 percent.
first year of his operation, but that banks
After a slump from January to March, shipments passed 2009 fighave become increasingly unwilling or unable ures for the April-June period.
to provide loan to those with anything less
Shipments were up 26.6 percent in April, 34 percent in May, and
25.6 percent in June.
than the best credit scores.
While companies like Clayton can maintain
since they have their own lending opera‐
tions, Crihfield said independents are going
to get further behind.
"I was hoping I could ride it out until
the economy got better, but I can't compete
with Warren Buffet," said Crihfield, refer‐
ring to the head of Berkshire Hathaway Inc.
of Omaha, Neb., which owns Clayton Homes.
"I don't look for it (the economy) to
straighten up anytime soon. It was all right
when I first started. I do feel for the
other independents in West Virginia. It is
going to be tough for them to make any
money."
West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. Co‐
President Kevin Wilfong of Fairmont agreed
with Crihfield. Wilfong runs three outlets,
including Middletown Home Sales Inc. of
Whitehall, Marion County.
“The industry is facing tough economic
times and other retailers may go out of
business,” Wilfong said. "Mr. Crihfield was
a longtime experienced hand at this work. It
is always a concern when such a respected
businessman decides to shutter his doors.”
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_________
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