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5 elected to WVHI board;
makeup changes planned

110 renewed, and 14
new dealers licensed
State regulators renewed licenses in July for
110 manufactured housing
dealers in West Virginia,
which is down 26.3 percent from the number licensed last year.
However, 11 of those 29
that were not renewed
were taken over earlier
by Clayton Homes, Inc., of
Maryville, TN, and were
licensed as new operations under the Clayton
name.
The West Virginia
Manufactured Housing
Construction and Safety
Standards Board (State
Board) issued licenses to
14 new retail dealers.
In all, the State Board
renewed 295 licenses for
dealers, manufacturers
and contractors for the
2010-11 fiscal year, a figure that is 20.3 percent
less than in 2009-10. It
also issued a total of 40
new licenses in all categories, while not renewing
60 licenses.
The fiscal year started
July 1.
The director of the
manufactured housing
division for the state Division of Labor said any
downswing reflects financial woes.
(Continued on p. 5)

Stegmayer charms WVHI convention
Joe Stegmayer, head of Cavco Industries and the new
owner of Fleetwood Homes, used humor and brevity to enthrall and captivate the audience and then steal the show at
the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc.’s annual convention
July 20-21.
“He was hilarious and informative, and had the right touch
of both that got the crowd going,” WVHI CoPresident Kevin Wilfong of Fairmont said.
Stegmayer offered a recipe to take the industry out of its decade-long doldrums that involved harder work, improved quality and
integrity, and focusing product to specialized
groups.
He said manufactured homes are particuStegmayer
larly attractive for rural areas, for urban areas
trying to come back, and they are environmentally friendly
so the industry should capture a greater part of the green
movement.
But he said the industry really needs one thing.
“The biggest issue is trying to get finance for our industry,”
the Phoenix-based businessman said.
Stegmayer, who chairs MHI in Washington this fall, also
said the national lobbying group is “doing a very effective
job and increasingly so.”
He assured the audience of nearly 100 at the Embassy
Suites the industry presence “will continue in Washington.”
In a survey taken after the convention, Stegmayer earned a
positive rating of 4.78 out of 5 points, the highest score ever
achieved by a speaker before WVHI.

Two dealers and three at-large
candidates were elected July 21 in
the largest changeover in the history of the West Virginia Housing
Institute Inc. board of directors.
The board also notified the
membership at the statewide convention July 21 in Charleston it
would modify restrictions on future board membership to permit
up to four representatives from
one member company or affiliates. The bylaws now restrict
overall membership on the 14member WVHI board of directors
from any one firm to three.
Clayton Homes Inc. has three
members on the board, which is
the largest single block.
“This change simply reflects
changing demographics within the
industry,” WVHI General Counsel John R. Teare Jr. said.
The board must give the membership 30-day notice of a bylaw
change, but there were no objections at the statewide meeting.
Elected to the board were retailers Judy Ritchie of Clayton
Homes of Elkins and JW Wohlever of Martinsburg, owner of
Mountaineer Mobile Homes; and
Don Sharp of Triad Financial
Services, Ronnie Sanford of
Fleetwood Homes Inc., and Rob
Peterson of U.S. Bank.
Re-elected to three-year terms on
the board were Co-President George
Gunnell of Winfield and board Secretary Roger Roy of Harman, owner of
Roy’s Home Sales.
(Continued on p. 5)

THE PODIUM
By George Gunnell
WVHI Co-President
This was my first convention as president of your organization.
I hope those of you who attended enjoyed yourselves.
For those of you who did not, I believe you missed one of the best conventions the
WVHI has ever put on.
George Gunnell
Wonderful for us, our strong sponsors continued their fantastic support for this
group.
That tells me several things. They believe in what we are doing. They believe in what our political action
committee has been able to achieve. They believe in supporting a group that is known for its strength and
hard work in the regulatory and political arenas. They believe that those of us in the manufactured housing
industry in West Virginia are on the right track.
It shows our strength and their commitment.
I worked hard to put this convention together this year. It is my showcase event as a new co-president of
the group. The board worked equally as hard to make sure this event was successful. We are happy to make
the sacrifices demanded to hold our positions on your board.
I am proud we had Joe Stegmayer, soon to be the chair of MHI in Washington, as our keynote speaker. He
traveled from Arizona to take part in the event and brought along his son, Luke, 11, who was a delight.
Joe’s wisdom was solid, but his wit won the crowd. His speech reflected the kind of leader he is for our organization.
Although I have been co-president only for a few months, I have been the treasurer of this group from its
inception. I have kept a close eye on how and where your funds are being spend. I believe that I and the
board have been wise stewards of the funds for this group.
I believe we are in the right place at the right time. I agree with Stegmayer that the industry is now in a
position to take off and we should all fly with it.
I look forward to many more years working with and on behalf of each of you.
Thank you for this opportunity to serve you.
I had a wonderful time meeting new people & enjoying catching up with old
friends in the industry, I really appreciate you mentioning all of those nice
things about my company, and letting me set up next to registration! I will now
be a regular every year at this convention, and I will bring some items for the
Auction next year! In my travels through West Virginia I will try to recruit
more attendees & members, I served a 2 year term on the board for Tennessee, so I know
how important the PAC fund is as well as gaining new members! Thanks again, Jamie
Dugger, Jamie's Curtains, Décor & Furniture

Want to keep up on the latest with
the factory-built housing industry in
West Virginia? Want to be listed on
our website or linked to it?
The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. is at www.wvhi.org. Take a
look at what we have on the site. Tell
us what you want added or improved.
The inside scoop is in the membersonly section. And you only have to
call Andy Gallagher at (304) 3468985 to join.

Regulator Bob Miller dies of cancer
Robert F. “Bob” Miller, 74, of Charleston died June 15, 2010, at Hubbard
Hospice House, Charleston, after a brief but courageous bout with cancer.
He had enjoyed a successful career in West Virginia as a journalist, government official and labor historian.
He was a longtime state employee, serving in multiple capacities, including deputy commissioner of the Division of Labor.
He also served on the West Virginia Manufactured Housing Construction
and Safety Standards Board, which oversees the manufactured housing industry in the state.

2010 convention sponsors
$5,000 and up

CMH Manufacturing and Clayton Homes
$2,500 and up

Style Crest, Inc.
$2,000 and up

The Commodore Corp.

Chris Poskin of Middletown Home Sales
organized the golf
and made it all work.

Golf winners (l-r) Kevin Wilfong, Todd Griffith,
Chris Nicely, Mike West

$1,500 and up

Pullin, Fowler, Flanagan,
Brown & Poe, LLC
$1,000 and up

West Virginia Housing Development Fund
Blevins, Inc.
Cavco Industries, Inc., and
Fleetwood Homes

Golf runnersup: George Gunnell, Shane
Masters and Co. and Bill Vogel

$750 and up

American Homes (Morgantown)
$500 and up

U.S. Bank Manufactured Housing Finance
Elsea, Inc.
Middletown Home Sales, Inc.
Haylor, Freyer & Coon, Inc.
21st Mortgage Corp.
John R. Teare Jr.
Skyline Corp.
Two-person, two-night stays at
these resorts
Snowshoe Mountain, Snowshoe
Stonewall Resort State Park, Roanoke
Waterfront Place Hotel, Morgantown
The Resort at Glade Springs,
Daniels
Pipestem Resort State Park,
Pipestem
Canaan Valley Resort State Park &
Conference Center, Davis
Lakeview Golf Resort & Spa, Morgantown
Charleston House Holiday Inn
Mountaineer Casino Racetrack & Resort
Embassy Suites Hotel

Golf—Team 3: Pete Perryman,
Tim Bolick, Chris Loher
Golf—Team4: Tom and Tyler
Belasco, Chris Young, Darrell
Herndon
Todd Stone lines up a putt

Jim Gallagher Donna Wilfong

Manchin names Gunnell to state regulatory panel; Industry gains three seats
Shelbie Kinder
Amy Masters
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George T. Gunnell of Winfield, co-president of the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc., was named in July to the state
regulatory board.
Gov. Manchin’s appointment of Gunnell to the West Virginia
Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards
Gunnell Board brings to three the number of industry officials the governor has named to the six-member panel. Before Manchin was
governor, the industry had no representatives.
“This is a significant action of major importance for the industry,” WVHI
Co-President Kevin Wilfong said.
Gunnell is a longtime industry leader who is a sales manager for Clayton
Homes Inc. and is a former executive with The Home Shows.
“I am honored and pleased Governor Manchin chose me for this important position,” Gunnell said. “I know the intricacies of the industry and also
want to be a watchdog for consumers.”
The board oversees regulatory control for the manufactured housing industry. Over the years, the industry failed to keep tabs on the membership
and lost all its positions.
Already serving on the panel were Steve Solomon of American Homes in
Morgantown and Tom Belasco II of Belasco Inc. of Bridgeport
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Karen Ruckle and Karen Bailey display Bailey’s cover that was
won at the auction by Tom Satterwhite

Alek Masters

“I believe the economy is the
main reason,” said Mitch Woodrum, director of the manufactured housing division. “I would think
even in this economy that true affordable housing would
flourish, however I believe the lack of financing is hindering it.”
The State Board renewed licenses for 34 manufacturers
and 151 contractors to do business in West Virginia. A
dozen manufacturers and 19 contractors did not renew.
The State Board also issued licenses to eight new manufacturers and 18 new contractors.
The State Board set its next meeting for Sept. 16 in
Charleston.
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The convention
raised more than $10,000
in funds for the political
action committee, $4,500
of which came from donations by those playing in
Wohlever
Ritchie
the golf tournament organized by Chris Poskin of
Middletown Home Sales of
Fairmont.
Rain threatened both the
first-day baseball game,
handily won 7-2 by the
West Virginia Power, and
Sharp
Sanford
the golf match. But it held
off until the ninth inning,
when the heavens opened
and poured a torrent; and
only came in sprinkles at
the second-day golf outing.
Guest speakers included
Gunnell and Ritchie, disPeterson
Gunnell
cussing relations with the
Division of Labor and 10b
forms; Fleetwood head Joe
Stegmayer, discussing the
industry’s overall health;
Karen Coria, wife of the late
Roy
Ruckle
association director Leff
Moore, discussing internet
services; Karen Ruckle of
United Bank of Westover,
explaining programs the bank
offers to help her make $10
Brown
Coria
million in annual loans to the
industry customers; and a
legal counsel panel that consisted of Teare and Associate
General Counsel Johnnie
Brown.
Special awards were given
to former Co-President Steve
Teare
Stegmayer
Brown of Hurricane and Jim
Miller of Style Crest Inc., both of whom were longtime supporters of WVHI and both of whom retired from their businesses earlier this year.
Both Gunnell and WVHI Co-President Kevin Wilfong of
Fairmont praised Gov. Joe Manchin and improving relationships between the industry and the Division of Labor and
chief regulator Mitch Woodrum, who attended the convention.
“Even in these tough economic times, the list of strong
sponsors were had, coupled with the turnout of hardworking people, shows me the respect this association has in
the industry at large and that manufactured housing is coming back,” Gunnell said.

Doug Klein

Matt Miller

Jeanie Fogleman

Bryan McElrevy, Todd Stone, Phil Fogleman

John and Gale

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Ball
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COME JOIN NOW!!!

CUT AND MAIL —

MEMBERSHIP DATA

Firm Name:
____________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ______________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________
Telephone (____) ____________________
Fax (____) ____________________
Home Phone (____) __________________
Email _________________________________

DUES STRUCTURE:
MANUFACTURER: Dues shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per floor for each home shipped within the West Virginia to
dealers, contractors, retailers or sales locations in West Virginia. These dues shall be remitted to the West Virginia Housing Institute
Inc. on a monthly basis.
_________
We will send $100.00 per floor shipped to West Virginia on a monthly basis.
RENTAL COMMUNITY AND CONTRACTORS:- Per Annum
________
$100.00
ALL OTHER CATEGORIES: - Per Annum
________
$250.00
_________________________________Title
_____________________________
Signature
Please Remit To:

WVHI

PO Box 2182

Charleston, WV 25328-2182

