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4 board re-elected

Dealer appointed to
state board

DANIELS – West Virginia Housing Institute
Inc. Co-Presidents Kevin
Wilfong of Fairmont and
Steve Brown of Hurricane
were elected by the statewide convention for threeyear terms to the WVHI

A north-central West Virginia
manufactured housing retailer is
the newest appointment to the
state regulatory board that oversees the factory-built housing
industry.
Gov. Manchin this
month named Tom
Belasco II, owner of
Belasco, Inc., to the
West Virginia Manufactured Housing
Construction and
Safety Standards Board. He replaces Greg Ahalt of Martinsburg.
Manchin also re-appointed to
the six-member panel members
Sam Bonasso of Fairmont, Bob
Miller of Charleston, and Jack
Albert of Cross Lanes.
The West Virginia Housing
Institute Inc., the manufactured
housing industry’s trade association, has urged greater industry
membership on the board. The
industry wanted Manchin to name
retailers to at least half the panel’s
positions.
Steve Solomon, owner of
American Homes in Morgantown,
is the only other dealer on the
panel.
“We are pleased Governor
Manchin named Tom to the
board,” said WVHI Co-President
Kevin Wilfong of Fairmont.
“We believe this is an extremely
important precedent that estatblishes that industry members can
serve on this regulatory panel,”
said WVHI Co-President Steve
Brown of Hurricane.

Newest WVHI conference attendee

WVHI supports ad campaign
Wilfong

Brown

board.
Also elected unanimously
to three-year terms on the 14member board were Greg
Janes of Martinsburg and Phil
Fogleman of Summersville.
Wilfong is owner of Middletown Home Sales in White
Hall; Brown is co-owner of
the 11-location The Home
Shows in two states; Janes
owns Best Homes & Brokering Inc. of Martinsburg; and
Fogleman owns Frontier
Homes in Fairmont.
The four were elected to
one-year terms last year as
the board works to integrate
the two former associations
into the newly formed
WVHI. Wilfong and Brown
will continue as copresidents.
The four were nominated
by the board of directors and
no other candidate challenge
to run against them.

DANIELS – The board of directors of the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. voted to provide $1,000 toward the development of a national image campaign to
promote the industry.
The unanimous action comes after WVHI CoPresident Steve Brown urged the National Retailers
Council to support and promote a public relations campaign for the industry. The council followed Brown’s
recommendation and asked MHI to move forward with
the next step in developing the campaign.
Brown, co-owner with his wife Pam of The Home
Shows in Hurricane, also donated $1,000 of his own
money to development of the new phase toward having a national ad campaign.

THE PODIUM Great convention and

thanks to Gov. Manchin

By Steve Brown
The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. had a spectacular convention Aug.
4-6. If you were not there, I think you missed something special.
We had excellent educational opportunities: Tom Rehrig of CMH ManufacBrown
turing spoke at length about the new installation standards to be put in place
in October. General Counsel Mark Morton from the state Tax Department spoke of our tax situation and what an eye-opener he was.
George Gunnell and Judy Ritchie gave us a briefing on how to prepare for when state regulators appear on your lot. John Teare, Johnnie Brown, Bryan Price and Jason Stemple all did their
excellent legal work at presenting to us a number of things a dealer can do to keep out of hot water.
That was only the beginning. The auction and golf, to show you a measure of enthusiasm,
raised nearly $20,000 for our political action committee. We had great food and excellent entertainment otherwise.
Try to come next year. This is your convention and this is done for you. Our strength is not only
in our membership, but our membership’s willingness to participate in our events.
On another note, we owe Gov. Manchin thanks and a vote of confidence for appointing Tommy
Belasco to our state regulatory board.
This appointment is critical since it acknowledges the governor reading the law the same way
we do: precisely that we can have dealers on our board. The Division of Labor had interpreted
the law to say we could have no members.
We are not interested in controlling the State Board. But we do want to have competent people
on it who understand our industry. Four laypersons on the board is one too many for me.
So we will continue to strive for parity on the board.
For each of you who called or wrote about this vital issue and helped get Tommy on the boar
dour board thanks you.

WVHI honors WWII bomber hero
Want to keep up on the latest with
the factory-built housing industry in
West Virginia? Want to be listed on
our website or linked to it?
The West Virginia Housing Institute
Inc. is at www.wvhi.org. Take a look
at what we have on the site. Tell us
what you want added or improved.
The inside scoop is in the members-only section. And you only have
to call Andy Gallagher at (304) 3468985 to join.

DANIELS – Westover dealer Frank W. Volk was a
ball turret gunner on a B-17 and flew 35 missions
over Germany in World War II, including three
against the heavily defended capital of Berlin.
The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. honored the 84-year-old Preston County native with a
plaque at the annual WVHI convention.
The award cited the bravery of the former Army
Air Corps sergeant in the service to his country.
Volk owns Boulevard Mobile Homes Inc.
Volk became ill and had to depart from
the conference early so he was given the
award prior to his departure. Attending
with him were his son-in-law and daughter,
Wayne and Angie Swisher of Morgantown.
“It was an honor to have Sergeant Volk
at our convention and as a member of the
WVHI,” said Co-President Kevin Wilfong.

Sgt. Volk

Wayne and Angie Swisher
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SPONSORS

$5,000 and up
CMH Manufacturing Inc.
Clayton Homes Inc.
$2,500 and up
Tammac Holdings Corp.
Style Crest, Inc.
Colony Factory Crafted Homes
Pullin, Fowler, Flanagan, Brown & Poe, LLC
$1,500 and up
The Home Show
$1,000 and up
West Virginia Housing Development Fund
Nordyne Inc. $1,000
Blevins, Inc. $1,000
Haylor, Freyer & Coon, Inc.
Middletown Home Sales
American Homes $1,000
Triad Financial Services, Inc.
21st Mortgage Corp.
$500 and up
Deer Valley Homebuilders, Inc.
Fleetwood Homes of Virginia, Inc.
New Horizon Home Sales, Inc.
U.S. Bank $500
John R. Teare Jr.
Two-day stays for two people
Canaan Valley Resort, Davis, WV
Waterfront Place Hotel, Morgantown
West Virginia Division of Natural Resources
Snowshoe Mountain, Snowshoe
Stonewall Resort State Park, Roanoke
Lakeview Golf Resort & Spa, Morgantown
Gift certificate
Schwartz Distributing LLC

$50

Golf winners 2008

JD Staats (left), Chris Young, Tom Staats, Gregg
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Super WVHI conference program
with key speakers and education
DANIELS – MHI President Barry McCabe spoke of
the goods and the bads of the industry and how
manufactured housing must face future development
challenges and Tom Rehrig of CMH Manufacturing
Inc. told the group of changing federal installation
standards.
The West Virginia Home Shows’ George Gunnell
and Judy Ritchie explained what to do when the Division of Labor shows up on your sales lot unannounced.
Giles Industries’ President Alan Neely showed the
group the before and after in Giles’ development
and state Tax Department general counsel Mark S.
Morton admitted confusion about state tax law in
dealing with factory-built housing.
A panel of three Charleston attorneys and one from
Huntington – John Teare, Johnnie Brown, Bryan Price
and Jason Stemple -- provided information for getting out of and staying out of regulatory problems.
They also answered questions during 1 1/2 hours.
All were part of the regulatory education portion of
the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. convention
that took place Aug. 4-6 at The Resort at Glade
Springs in Daniels, WV.
More than 100 participants, one from far-away Mississippi, took part in the fourth statewide meeting of
the MHI membership. Representatives from many
West Virginia retailers were in attendance, as were
officials from all the surrounding states.
The event was crowned by a
golf tournament in which many
Fund raising participated and a fundraising
gets about auction that featured signed and
authenticated professional and
$20,000 college football and basketball
jerseys all donated by CoPresident Steve Brown, co-owner with his wife Pam
of The Home Shows of Hurricane.
The food was delicious and the entertainment by
the Barstool Bandits was superb.
“This was by far the best convention we have ever
put on,” said WVHI Co-President Kevin Wilfong of
Fairmont.
“I was well organized and executed with the right
balance of working-education sessions and enjoyment,” agreed Brown.
The fund raising efforts, on behalf of the association’s political action committee, HousingPAC, raised
nearly $20,000, which far surpassed any earlier effort.

McCabe

Rehrig

Gunnell

Ritchie

Neely

Morton

Teare

Brown

Price

Stemple

WEST VIRGINIA
HOUSING INSTITUTE INC.
PO Box 2182
Charleston, WV 25328-2182
Phone (304) 346-8985
Fax (304) 346-8986
Email: andy_wvhi@verizon.net
www.wvhi.org

P R O V I D I N G
T H E
A M E R I C A N
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COME JOIN NOW!!!

CUT AND MAIL —

MEMBERSHIP DATA

Firm Name:
____________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ______________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________
Telephone (____) ____________________
Fax (____) ____________________
Home Phone (____) __________________
Email _________________________________

DUES STRUCTURE:
MANUFACTURER: Dues shall be Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per floor for each home shipped within the State of West Virginia to
dealers, contractors, retailers or sales locations in West Virginia. These dues shall be remitted to the West Virginia Housing Institute, Inc. on a monthly basis.
_________
We will send $50.00 per floor shipped to West Virginia on a monthly basis.
RENTAL COMMUNITY AND CONTRACTORS:- Per Annum
________
$100.00
ALL OTHER CATEGORIES: - Per Annum
________
$250.00
_________________________________Title
_____________________________
Signature
Please Remit To:

WVHI
PO Box 2182

Charleston, WV 25328-2182

