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Convention
Extra
Industry leader, Supreme Court justice headline conference agenda

DANIELS – The rain washed
out half the golf game, but nothing could dampen the spirits of
the more than 125 people who
attended the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc.’s July 10-12
convention at The Resort at Glade
Springs.

Style Crest’s Jim and Sandy Miller

$475 helmet? Why is Gale Teare smiling?

While the men swung their clubs on
the links, the ladies each enjoyed a
manicure at the southern West Virginia
resort’s spa.
The many youngsters in attendance
enjoyed a multiple choice of events,
including swimming, bowling, and
horseback riding.
The weather was mostly hot, although
occasionally broken with some rain
showers. But the downpours were insufficient to dampen the spirits of the attendees. Some came from as far away as
Georgia, Michigan, Indiana, Tennessee,
and Texas..

If you weren’t there this year, you really missed it!

The political action committee raised a
substantial amount of funds for next
year’s election through payment for golf
and other events.
From the first night’s dinner to the last
day’s breakfast, the food was superb, as
were the drinks. Entertainment was provided by singer Vernon Martin.
(Continued on p. 5)
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THE PODIUM

Let’s face the challenges
together

Our industry is facing challenges. But none is insurmountable.
While economic news out of Washington may send jitters through some of us, and the latest Forbes magazine rating West Virginia as the bottom of its best states for doing business
list should cause consternation, yet we should not give in to despair.
Rick Strachan, who heads CMH Manufacturing Inc., told our statewide convention July 11
that on a comparative basis, West Virginia is doing better than most other states in delivering factory-built housing. He said we are providing a solid and respected product.

Kevin Wilfong

Nationally, 7.5 percent of all new building permits are HUD-code or modular, while that
rate is an amazing 40.8 percent in West Virginia. “West Virginia has done a wonderful job to use manufactured
housing to put people into housing,” Strachan said.
Tom Beers, who runs the economic arm for the Arlington, Va.,-based Manufactured Housing Institute told the
MHI meeting in Washington, D.C., in July that he believes last December was the defining month for shipments
faltering in our industry. He believes we now have turned the corner.
MHI’s May Monthly Economic Report said: “Compared to the month that now appears to be the nadir for manufactured home shipments, December 2006, seasonally adjusted shipments in May are up nearly 25 percent.”
Our own state Division of Labor licensed by July 1 a total of 139 retailers and had two applications pending,
which it was going to endorse after the paperwork is completed. While 19 did not renew their licenses, 14 new
retailers did. I’m not sure that is a sign of economic progress, but it is not an indication of major slippage, either.
Small, perhaps, on the road to restoration. But they are positive signs. We should regard those positives with
some pleasure after a slump that has lasted five years. Turnaround in our industry will not occur overnight.
Gov. Joe Manchin still faces challenges to restore West Virginia economically. But Manchin has proven a consistent and reliable friend to our industry, something to remember when he runs for re-election next year.
State Supreme Court Justice Brent Benjamin also gave me reason to believe the state is going to pull out of the
tailspin it has been in over court issues as they relate to civil liability and economic matters.
The only Republican on the five-member court, Benjamin addressed our convention July 10 and did a masterful job. He argued that his philosophy is for a court that is predictable, stable and fair, not an advocacy-minded
court system that makes its own laws as it goes along.
We still have a way to go, but I believe we finally are on the right road with the right type of “progressive” political leaders.

Want to keep up on the latest with
the factory-built housing industry in
West Virginia? Want to be listed on
our website or linked to it?
The West Virginia Housing Institute
Inc. is at www.wvhi.org. Take a look
at what we have on the site. Tell us
what you want added or improved.
The inside scoop is in the members-only section. And you only have
to call Andy Gallagher at (304) 3468985 to join.
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The Scoop
Marshall fan
Gale Teare didn’t go to
Marshall, but her daughter,
Stephanie, does. And
Stephanie is Marshall’s
No. 1 fan. That’s why Gale
generosity gave to the auction this year to secure a
Marshall helmet for
Stephanie.
The helmet was
donated by
Charleston
lawyer
Janes and Teare Johnnie
Brown.
Gale is shown here with
Paula Janes of Martinsburg.
Skyline picks 2
Two West Virginia sellers
of factory-built homes earned
national rankings, based on
customer satisfaction for
2006, Skyline Corp. announced.
Middletown Home Sales of
White Hall, Marion County,
which is co-owned by Kevin
Wilfong and Chris Poskin,
was rated one of the top 10
retail outlets in the nation in a
national survey done of customers to determine their
satisfaction with their sales
experience.
Panhandle Homes Inc. of
Wellsburg was listed in the
top 25.
The Arthur Awards are
based on a positive feedback
rating of 94 percent, according
to Jim Gallagher, Skyline
divisional marketing manager
at Sugarcreek, OH, which
manufacturers homes for Middletown and Panhandle. Skyline is headquartered in Elkhart, In.
“We’ve had a longstanding
relationship with both companies and they consistently
have been among our top
dealers both in sales volume
and customer satisfaction,”
Gallagher said.

Industry leader Strachan is optimistic; Benjamin promises a fair and
open court; both keynoted WVHI convention this July
DANIELS -- Keynote speaker Richard D. “Rick” Strachan of Maryville, Tenn., had
a positive message for the more than 100 participants in the classroom of the West
Virginia Housing Institute Inc. annual meeting July 11 at The Resort at Glade
Springs, Daniels, W.Va.
Strachan, president of CMH Manufacturing

Inc. and vice president of Clayton Homes Inc.,
was asked to speak as the representative of the
largest manufacturing company in the United
States.
He shared top billing with West Virginia
State Supreme Court Justice Brent L. Benjamin
of Charleston, the youngest member of the
five-person court and the only Republican.
Strachan conceded the manufactured housing
industry is undergoing severe pressures and
that estimates for HUD-code shipments are for only 98,500 units this
year, a far cry from what shipments have been in the past.
Strachan

Benjamin

But he said this recession has been less severe in the Mountain State. “The demographics
are good for West Virginia,” Strachan said. “We Virginia has stayed ahead of the national
trend.”
“West Virginia has
done a wonderful job
to used manufactured
housing to put people
in to housing”

While HUD-code shipments average 1,500 per state annually, it is
2,000 in West Virginia.
Nationally, 7.5 percent of all new build permits are HUD-code of
modular permits, while that rate is 40.8 percent in West Virginia.

“West Virginia has done a wonderful job to use manufactured housing to put people into housing,” Strachan said. “The statistics are going to do much better
next year.”
Justice Benjamin spoke to the gathering on the first night of the
convention July 10.
Reassuring his audience he wanted no part of an activist court that
writes law when none exists, Benjamin promised those gathered in
the hall he wants a judicial system that is predictable, stable and fair.

Predictable, stable
and fair — Benjamin’s idea of a
proper Supreme
Court

“My philosophy is anything but advocacy,” Benjamin promised.
“We’re not legislators.”

He said “three people working behind
closed doors can have a lot of impact” if
they choose to be activists that write law
instead of interpreting laws. He wants no
part of that, he said.
He urged those present to become active in judicial elections next year when
all circuit court judge positions in West
Virginia will be up for election and two
Impressive turnout for speakers
members of the five-member Supreme
Court. “Two-thousand-eight is going to be a very important year,” Benjamin said.
3

4

Gov. Manchin hears industry’s plea on salesperson testing
CHARLESTON — After the industry petitioned for an exemption, state officials agreed to abandon plans to require new licensing procedure for salespersons in the factory-built housing industry.
The West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. opposed the law change this year that applied specifically to car salespersons, but could have been understood to also apply to the manufactured
housing industry.
The automobile industry sought the change to better regulate its sales staff.
At the request of WVHI Co-President Steve Brown of The Home Show, Huntington attorney
Jason Stemple and WVHI Executive Director Andy Gallagher pleaded their case to Jim
Pitrolo, legislative director for Gov. Joe Manchin.

North vs. South?
Maryland’s Gilbert Mobley and
Virginia’s Scott Montgomery confer

Manchin responded positively to the petition.
The state Division of Transportation notified Gallagher on June 8 that licensing requirements
for factory-built salespersons had been shelved.

Home on the Road Newsletter
Editor: Andy Gallagher
WVHI
PO Box 2182
Charleston, WV 25328-2182
(304) 346-8985
(304) 346-8986 (fax)
wvhi@wvhi.verizon.net

Home on the Road is a publication of the West Virginia Housing Institute Inc., published four times a year
(March, June, September and December).
Free subscription with paid membership dues. All advertising must be paid
in advance. Home on the Road reserves
the right to reject any advertising.
Make checks payable to WVHI. Send
ads with payment and news to Andy
Gallagher.
Advertising rates
Full page: $200
Half page: $100
Quarter page: $60
Classified: $30 for each 3 lines

New officers

Fogleman

Stanley

DANIELS – A retailer, a retail manager and a finance officer
were elected to the 14-member West Virginia Housing Institute Inc. board at the annual convention in July.
The retailer is Phil Fogleman of Summersville, co-owner of Frontier
Homes and a longtime retailer and member of the association. He
was elected to a one-year term.
Chosen to a two-year term was Marvin Stanley of Maryville, Tenn.
Stanley is the Beckley regional manager for CMH Retail and oversees a number of retails outlets in West Virginia and elsewhere.
Elected to the longest term was Rob Peterson of Fort Thomas, Ky.
Peterson is a district manager with Tammac Holdings Corp., an independent financial service company.
Terms divided
The board also created election terms. Elected for
one year each were Co-Presidents Kevin Wilfong
and Steve Brown and board members Greg Janes
and Fogleman.
Elected for two-year terms were: Karen Bailey,
Ralph Ball, Tom Belasco II, Shane Masters and Marvin
Stanley.

Peterson

Elected for three-year terms were: Gregg Dies, George Gunnell,
Roger Roy, Jack Jones and Rob Peterson.
By law changes
Elsewhere, the board loosened bylaw restrictions that required a
person to be elected from a specific district.
It modified the bylaws to say any person considered for membership on the board must agree to allow the nominating committee to
study his or her background. Any criminal felony conviction could
keep that person off the board.
The elections and changes were adopted unanimously July 11.
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Convention sponsors

139 retailers licensed by board
CHARLESTON –
State regulators
approved license
renewals for 139
factory-built housing retail sales
centers Wednesday for the 2007-08
fiscal year.
The West Virginia
Manufactured Housing
Construction 139 retailers
and
134 contracSafety
tors given
Standards
state manuBoard
factured
also aphousing
proved
board blesslicense
ing
renewals
for 134
manufactured housing
contractors and 49
manufacturers to do
business in the state.
The state’s new licensing year began
July 1. The actions by
the board took place
during a teleconference with four board
members present.
The board’s action
included the addition
of 14 new retailers,
while 19 did not renew
their licenses. It also
included 28 new contractors, while 14
choose not to renew
their licenses. Five
new manufacturers
were licensed to do
business in the state,
while seven did not
renew their licenses.

Platinum $5,000 and up
Clayton Homes Inc. and
CMH Manufacturing
Inc.
Gold $2,500 and up
Style Crest. Inc.
Colony Factory Crafted
Homes
Tammac Holdings
Corp.

Full House at the WVHI convention
Agenda, from p. 1

Bronze $1,500 and up
The Home Show
Pullin Fowler &
Flanagan

Nor was it all fun and games.
WVHI yearly presents a serious educational program that includes
top-name speakers in fields related to our industry, including politics.
Richard D. “Rick” Strachan, president of CMH Manufacturing Inc.,
and state Supreme Court Justice Brent L. Benjamin shared the top honors speaking positions at this year’s
conference.
A powerful panel of Charleston
lawyers discussed a number of regulatory issues concentrating on the
10B forms and relations between
employers and employees. The
group included John R. Teare Jr. of
Strachan
Benjamin
the firm of Bowles Rice McDavid
Graff & Love and Johnnie Brown and Bryan N. Price with the firm of
Pullin Fowler & Flanagan.
Mitch Woodrum, head of the manufactured housing section of the Division of Labor, discussed state regulatory practices; and Scott Moreno of
Minute Man Products, Inc. talked
about tie down and frostline problems.
Moreno

Copper $1,000 and up
Blevins Inc.
West Virginia Housing
Development Fund
Iron $750 and up
Aegis Security Insurance Co.
American Homes
Origen Financial, Inc.
Triad Financial Services, Inc.
Champion Enterprises,
Inc.
Skyline Corp.
Wood $500 and up
Middletown Home Sales

Woodrum

“This year’s event was the best we
have had to date,” said Co-President Kevin Wilfong of Middletown
Home Sales.

“We just plan to build on what we have started and look forward to
the next time our friends get together with us,” said Co-President Steve
Brown of The Home Show.

New Horizon Home
Sales Inc.
John R. Teare Jr.
21st Mortgage Corp.
GE Commercial Finance
Overnight packages
Oglebay Resort
Stonewall Resort
Snowshoe Mountain

Teare

Brown
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WEST VIRGINIA HOUSING
INSTITUTE INC.

PO Box 2182
Charleston, WV 25328-2182
Phone (304) 346-8985
Fax (304) 346-8986
Email: andy_wvhi@verizon.net

P R O V I D I N G
T H E
A M E R I C A N
D R E A M

COME JOIN NOW!!!

CUT AND MAIL —

MEMBERSHIP DATA

Firm Name:

____________________________________________________________________

Street Address:

______________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:

______________________________________________________________

Telephone (____) ____________________

Fax (____) ____________________

Home Phone (____) __________________

Email _________________________________

DUES STRUCTURE:
MANUFACTURER: Dues shall be Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per floor for each home shipped within the State of West Virginia to dealers, contractors, retailers or sales locations in West Virginia. These dues shall be remitted to the West Virginia Housing Institute, Inc. on a monthly basis.
_________

We will send $50.00 per floor shipped to West Virginia on a monthly basis.

RENTAL COMMUNITY AND CONTRACTORS:- Per Annum
________

$100.00

ALL OTHER CATEGORIES: - Per Annum
________

$250.00

_________________________________

Title

_____________________________
Please Remit To:

WVHI
PO Box 2182

Charleston, WV 25328-2182
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Signature

